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Tunes of the month - May

Continuing our teaching theme this year with our wonderful pool of
talent helping build our repertoire into both old and new spaces, the
merry month of May sees us turn to the dynamic duo of Lucy Wise and
Claire Alleway who will take us through a new set comprising an
American old time song and tune with a Scottish connection…fiddles,
voice, cello, rhythm…all will be revealed! Possibly also a revision of
the terrific and evocative Shetland tunes for the new set from Gus
Downing, maybe a quick recap of the North of the Grampians/Hogtie's
Strathspey&Reel tunes, and then more of our repertoire from past CDs
led by Judy.

Matt Robertson - Il Presidente

Golden Fiddles- your chance to win prizes and great
fame!

Hey everyone - Golden Fiddles are coming to Portarlington this winter-
you are all encouraged to enter the fray - details at
http://www.goldenfiddleawards.org.au/news.php - comp happens at
1pm on the Saturday, our gig at about 7pm. In the gig we will be
followed by Catherine Fraser an then Fiddlers Feast. If you want to
come you need to send an email NOW to Judy at
newdogs@optusnet.com.au and make sure you get to AT LEAST two
of the rehearsals. Free weekend tickets available for all players BUT
you need to organise your own accommodation. Anyone needing a lift
down will be sure to be able to get one- just email
sdarbyoleary@hotmail.com .

Agenda for meeting - Sunday May 16th 2010
St Aidan's Uniting Church, Duggan Street North Balwyn

1.00pm - 2.00pm Young People's session -led by Gus Downing
2.00pm - 3.30pm New tunes learning - see below and above
3.30pm - 3.50pm Famous arvo tea - bring something to share
3.50pm - 4.00pm Announcements
4.00pm - 4.50pm Review session - Judy to lead - focus on jig: MSFC Welcome and Drummond Castle (RHS) Funky Jigs

(RC) and reels: the Reel of the 51st set (RC)
4.50pm - 5.00pm Cleaning up - something for everyone, not just Auntie Shirl!

STOP THE PRESSES
1. The Year of the Next Generation continues with Lucy Wise an Clare Alleway
2. Our Kew Gig with special guests the Davidson Brothers a huge hit

- thanks to everyone who came, worked, played and promoted!
3. More gig news below - keep September 12 free for Hawthorn Town Hall biggie
4. Rehearsal pattern emerges- first Wednesday in Box Hill, last Thursday in East Kew - good grief!

Rehearsals for CeltFest

Please make sure you get to at least two rehearsals - we
were very good at Kew and it will only take two practices to
get us up to speed again.

NSW Tour

Deposit of $150 is due this month - please get your dosh in
to our lovely Louise SK at the meeting, to secure your
place. We will be having lots of rehearsals to make sure
everyone learns the repertoire before we go (better than
after!) and you are required to make four of these and the
FINAL COMPULSORY ONE ON THE AFTERNOON OF
SATURDAY BEFORE WE LEAVE. This will be followed by
food - venue TBC likely to be our favourite Box Hill home.

NSW Itinerary update

Please look closely at the calendar on the last page- you
will notice that we have cut out the long dive to Newcastle
and instead our good friends Chris and Catherine have
agreed to travel down to Penrith to do the concert there
with us - their generosity means we get a day off in the
Blue Mountains to be tourists and still have a gig with them.
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Our Kew Gig - by JT

Great success fuelled by great PR - we owe a debt to Carmel Shute of Shute the Messenger and will definitely work with her again - she
got us into most relevant local papers, some with good pics (thanks Gus and Kate and Ron) and into the Herald Sun with a fantastic pic
(thanks to the same people, and to young Felix) as well as live on Red Symons and Bush Telegraph thanks to Neil and Pria) and even a
tiny after the event piece in The Age. A full house is a good house. The concert was maybe a bit long and the hall was certainly too hot,
and a few sound glitches sent the young players into fits of hysterics, but a good time was had by all. Three cheers for Jonesy and Susan
and Niamh for coming down specially from Canberra- so great they can join us on the NSW Tour, too.

Special thanks to Ath for the tremendous amount of work she did before hand, and to Shirl and team for all the front of house, and sales.
We took about $8000 quite a coup, and our bank account is starting to look healthier, as we get closer to the tour. Thanks to everyone
who came and played- the standard was as high as its ever been, and seeing absolutely everyone with all the tunes under the belts - hey
Biggers, great to have you back too - was so rewarding. The quality of the sound when everyone is on the money is just so much better.

Last report of Issy's grandma was that she was home and doing well, and as far as we know the other ladies affected by the heat also are
fine. One slightly sour note came at the end, with a small stalwart band of over 50s being left with all the packing and cleaning up - not
happy Jan! Let's try and do better than that when we next do a big gig and definitely on the road.

Celtic Festival Gig - Saturday June 12th in
Portarlington - we open the Golden Fiddles
Concert Saturday evening

A Scottish-Australian songwriting genius and an Irish group
riding a phenomenal wave of success are just two of the acts
performing at this year's National Celtic Festival .

Across the long-weekend, June 11-14 , the beautiful Victorian
seaside town of Portarlington will again play host to the sights
and sounds of Australia's largest and most diverse celebration of
all things Celtic.

Discounted earlybird tickets are on sale now and excited
organisers are busy finalising an incredible line-up of
entertainment with over 40 national and international acts
performing a mix of traditional and cross-over musical styles to
suit every age and taste.

From Friday evening until Monday afternoon the fun will be non-
stop with concerts, gigs, jam-sessions and dance spectaculars
at a variety of cosy, heated venues, all within easy walking
distance.

There will also be pipe bands from across the country; roving
performers, children's entertainment, a Celtic market and the
chance to learn anything from bagpipe-playing to reciting Gaelic
poetry in one of the many expertly run workshops.

Now in its eighth year at Portarlington, festival director Una
McAlinden says last year's festival surpassed all expectations
with a record number of people attending.

"We received the most amazing feedback from people who
come back to our festival year after year, who tell us it's just
getting better; and those that came for the first time, who were
delighted by the diversity of what we have on offer," she says.
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Judy
03 9636 4966
newdogs@optusnet.com.au

Matthew
03 9484 8076
matt.madonna@bigpond.com

Louise
03 9758 4486
ask@netspace.com.au

Sue
03 9481 7268
sdarbyoleary@hotmail.com

Judy Oleinikov
0422 868 680
j.o@mac.com

Simon
0420 908 051
simon.heyes@sonicpathfinder.org

Jack Wilson
03 937 92635
0424 660 461
coolpeople@melbournescottishfiddlers.com

Pria
0413 608 351
p.schwall.kearney@gmail.com

MSFC CLUB CONTACTS

The Melbourne Scottish Fiddle Club (MSFC) meets
at 2.00 PM on the 3rd Sunday of the month at:

St. Aidans Church Hall,
17 Duggan Street,

North Balwyn
Vic 3104

NESSIE

North East Scottish Strings
including Elbow Pipes

Nessie meet on the 2nd Sunday of every month. So if
you're in the area, drop in and join in the fun!

For more information contact:

Claire Ph: 03 5963 3277

Kristen Ph: 03 5766 6282

Well done Louise!

Ms McAlinden says she put the call out on the Internet's micro-
blogging service Twitter, asking Celtic music fans to tell her who
they wanted to see at this year's festival and the result was
virtually unanimous.

"Beoga was the top of everyone's wish list. Internationally the
vibe about this group is 'if you could bring anyone out to
Australia, bring these guys'!"

The Irish ensemble - whose name is Irish for "lively" - are the
hottest thing on the scene right now, with their unique fusion of
traditional Celtic rhythms, interwoven with the sounds of jazz,
swing, blues - even New Orleans jamboree.

"It's a real coup that Beoga are coming here for their first
Australian visit," Ms McAlinden says. "Their music is amazing, it
makes you feel like dancing."

Another of the festival's headlining acts makes a welcome return
after a few years absence from the program. Eric Bogle is the
Scotsman-downunder whose status as one of the world's finest
singer/songwriters has been earned with such timeless songs as
'And the Band Played Waltzing Matilda', 'Leaving Nancy' and
'Nobody's Moggy Now'.

"Eric's a legend and he's returning by popular demand," Ms
McAlinden explains. "Every time Eric has played at our festival
the venue is packed to full capacity. We're so excited he's
coming back."

Ms McAlinden says festival organisers have also made
improvements to the Portarlington site this year including the
addition of a large, heated undercover space for people to
gather, chat, eat and regroup for the next concert, performance
or workshop. The festival's many food stalls will also be staying
open until late, catering to those attending evening gigs.

"People tell us they're loving what we do and the warm, friendly
vibe that Portarlington offers, but every year we are tweaking the
format to make it even better."



page 4

2010 Melbourne Scottish Fiddle Club 2010 v6
MAY Date Day Starts Ends Venue Notes

Monthly Meeting 16 Sun 2 pm 5 pm St Aidans LUCY ANDCLAIRE TO LEAD

Practise for celtfest 26 Wed 7pm 9pm Athalies EVERYONE TO ATTEND TWO
JUN Date

Practise for celtfest 3 Thurs 7pm 9pm East Kew UnitingEVERYONE TO ATTEND TWO

Practise for celtfest 9 Wed 7pm 9pm Athalies EVERYONE TO ATTEND TWO

Festival and gig

11 -
14 CELTIC FESTIVAL PORT ARLINGTON – ONE GIG ON SATURDAY

Monthly Meeting 20 Sun 2 pm 5 pm St Aidans JACK TO LEAD
JUL Date Day Starts Ends Venue Notes

Tour & gig rehearsal
7 Wed 7pm 9pm Aths TOURISTS TO ATTEND MIN OF 4

Monthly Meeting 18 Sun 2 pm 5 pm St Aidans SIRROCHA TO LEAD
Tour & gig rehearsal

29 Thurs 7pm 9pm East Kew Uniting TOURISTS TO ATTEND MIN OF 4
AUG Date Day Starts Ends Venue Notes

Tour & gig rehearsal 4 Wed 7pm 9pm Aths TOURISTS TO ATTEND MIN OF 4

Monthly Meeting 15 Sun 2 pm 5 pm St Aidans PRIA TO LEAD

Tour & gig rehearsal 18 Wed 7pm 9pm Aths

Tour & gig rehearsal 26 Thurs 7pm 9pm East Kew Uniting TOURISTS TO ATTEND MIN OF 4
SEP Date Day Starts Ends Venue Notes

Tour & gig rehearsal 2 Thurs 7pm 9pm East Kew Uniting TOURISTS TO ATTEND MIN OF 4

Tour & gig rehearsal 8 Wed 7pm 9pm Athalies TOURISTS TO ATTEND MIN OF 4

Big free gig for Council12 Sun Noon 5pm Hawthorn TownHall OUR BIG SEND OFF GIG

Tour & gig rehearsal 18 Saturday 2pm 6pm TBC – Ath’s? COMPULSORY REHEARSAL

Monthly Meeting 19 Sun 2 pm 5 pm St Aidans JUDY TO LEAD
24th Sep to 3rd Oct NEW SOUTH WALES TOUR SEE BELOW

SAT 25 Night concert TUMUT Montreal Arts Centre

SUN 26 Afternoonconcert/session BUNDANOON Memorial Hall

MON 27 Night concert MILTON Milton Theatre

TUES 28 Free Day – woo hoo! BLUE MTNS To be decided

WED 29 Day Workshops & Night concert
with Chris D & CatherineS PENRITH St Paul’s School

THURS 30 Afternoon workshop & Night
concert GULGONG Gulgong OperaHouse

FRI 1 Night concert GRENFELL Henry LawsonHigh School

SAT 2 Two concerts URANQUINTY Folk Festival

SUN 3 Afternoon fundraiser for CFA BENALLA Performing Arts Centre

NEW SOUTH WALES TOUR ENDS

OCT Date Day Starts Ends Venue Notes

Monthly Meeting 17 Sun 2 pm 5 pm St Aidans MATT TO LEAD

GIGS ANDREHEARSALS BEYOND HERE YET TBC
NOV Date Day Starts Ends Venue Notes

Monthly Meeting 21 Sun 2 pm 5 pm St Aidans PSK TO LEAD?
DEC Date Day Starts Ends Venue Notes

Monthly Meeting 19 Sun 2 pm 5 pm St Aidans
END OF YEAR BASH

JT TO LEAD


