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STOP PRESS!

NEW ZEALAND DEPOSIT NOW DUE - $150! 

All those going to New Zealand should have paid their $150 dollar deposit by now – if not, please bring to the next fiddle club meeting.
IMPORTANT REHEARSAL DIARY DATES

Note: rehearsal times at Westgarth as marked in calendar are now confirmed,

ALSO KEEP THESE CRUCIAL DATES FREE FOR THE CD: SATURDAY 21 MAY and SUNDAY 22 MAY for the recording; and SUNDAY 14 AUGUST for the launch at Hawthorn Town Hall (note this has changed!!!)

(Music room is the venue, Westgarth is just north of Dennis Railway Station on the Eltham line) READ NEWSLETTER FOR MORE DETAILS

From Judy: Hooray for us!
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We put on a Great gig on Sunday 6th at the East, finishing in Lygon Street playing for amazed passers by, tooting taxis and traumatised tram travellers! Should be more of it. 

Two quotes from the organisers “It doesn’t get much better than that” and “maybe the best gig of the Festival”.  Thanks to Jamie Johnson — he deserves a medal — for getting the sound right, after such a lot of trial and error. Let’s think of a gift we can send to Jamie, folks!

Apologies to all those who were dreadfully confused by my starting the WRONG march at the beginning of the 3rd bracket, and accolades to most who just picked it up and ran with it!!

New regular meeting time in 2005 — reminder

As previously announced we will be meeting on the 3rd Sunday of each month in 2005, a change for our second decade!  We are still at St Aidan’s in Duggan Street Balwyn, from 2pm–5pm — bring something to share for arvo tea as usual.

Annual Membership fees were due in March — cough up in April to retain member benefits! did you pay?

Rates for annual membership:

Youth/Concession
$30 

Adult


$50 

Family


$70

Due Now!
Schedule for meeting for 20 March 2005
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2.00pm
Discussion of plans for new CD and fundraising tactics

2.20pm
Play through CD sets — all together — including new Oz set from Greg

3.30pm
Arvo tea — please bring something to share!
4.00pm
Small group – practice Castlemaine sets with Pria, Neil, Helmut & Ath

Large group – practice Miss Isabella, Quiet Man, Allie Croker set & new Oz set with Judy, Matt & Louise
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The BordererS – Scotrock at its finest!!

At:
The Big House

from 5pm March 20

Cost: $18 and $15 

Voted best world music act at the OzMusic Awards twice running, the BordererS are a fiery and fun mix of patriotic pride and tongue in cheek fun.

MSFC members receive special discount at the door……. Tell your friends to book soon as it’s selling fast — dinner available, and accompanied by Scottish fiddle session. For more information contact tel: 03 8309 9923 or 0425 739 923

New Scottish session and performing opportunity!! The Big Hoose comes on board!

Third Sunday of the month — from 7pm this month to follow the Borderers — after our meetings – commencing March 20 — also followed by a concert each month, this month featuring:

Turas Great Irish players from Tasmania — among them Luween who will be known to many of you, and Tom Walwyn; New Dogs Old Tricks — you know them; Pete Morton — Fantastic singer songwriter from England — funny, cutting, a must see — one night only in Melbourne.

Mansfield weekend 1–3 July 2005 — we need your details — SIGN UP NOW!

Our good friend Kristen Marriott from Tatong, one of the dynamic organisers of NESSIE, has been busy and has secured for the weekend of 1-2-3 July:

· Backpacker and apartment accommodation for all of us in Mansfield

· The Mansfield Performing Arts Centre for a concert Sunday afternoon 

· The Mansfield Steiner School for Rehearsals

· The Mansfield Hotel for our Saturday night gathering

Current accommodation costs are:

· Backpacker @ $20 pp

· Motel — 2 people $95 plus $20 extra third person

· Motel family room up to 6 people @ $145

· Coming but does not require accom.

Have you signed up to come yet? If not please sign up at the next MSFC meeting or contact Judy. The following people have signed up to come:

Lyn Ansell
Athalie & Doug

Judy & Neil
Samantha Martin

Bjorn & Catriona

Melody

Matt Crick & family

Jim Vizard
Barbara/Irene

Ronald 

MAKE SURE YOU SIGN UP TODAY!

Is there such a thing as NESSIE? If you want to see NESSIE...check out these dates..!
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NESSIE (North East Scottish Strings Including Elbow pipes) meets  on the 1st Sunday for every 2nd month. SO if you’re in the area on  3/4, 5/6, 7/8, 2/10 & 4/12 drop in and join in the fun! For more information contact Claire on tel: 5963 3277 or Kristen on tel: 03 5766 6282.

MSFC members especially welcome!
Fundraising help URGENTLY needed

Tell a champion that you want to help – don’t wait – do it now!!

	Activity
	When
	target
	Champions

	Stall & busking at CeltFest Portarlington
	Jun-05
	1,000
	Jean & Tom

	Busking with permits
	throughout
	1,000
	Pria

	Teen project -chocs
	May–July
	1,200
	Angus

	Sausage sizzle at Bunnings Nun.
	April 25
	1,200
	Athalie 

	Sausage sizzle at Geelong HG
	Mar 20
	900
	Pat & Andrew

	Sponsors x 3 @ $500
	throughout
	1,500
	Judy

	2005 raffle
	April – August 14
	1,500
	Judy

	New CD sales at launch
	August 14
	1,000
	Doug & Ashley?


Raffle prizes- can you help?

The lovely Alex and Marina Grant have kindly donated two bow rehairs (onya Jean) for our 2005 raffle – can you find other prizes?  An IPod would be a great 1st prize; a dozen bottles of wine a great third……….  A night at a hotel in town?  Please put on your thinking cap and ask around – feel free to give out Judy’s email address or phone number to anyone in business who might make a donation we could raffle. 

NZ05 update – still looking for your deposit

NZ deposits should have been paid by now; IF not, bring your deposit to the next meeting of contact Louise urgently. These people are registered with Flight Centre as of March 05:

	Adam, Neil
	O'Leary, Kate

	Bigby, Jesse
	O'Leary, Shannon

	Bird, Doug
	O'Leary, Sue

	Brooks, Athalie
	Phillips, Ray

	Downing, Angus
	Robertson, Matt

	Downing, Tom
	Schwall-Kearney, Ashley

	Duncan, Chris
	Schwall-Kearney, Louise

	Jones, Geoff
	Schwall-Kearney, Pria

	Gilmour, Andrew
	Smith, Rodney

	Gilmour, Patricia
	Szasz, Anita

	Lemfors, Bjorn
	Turner, Judy

	Llewellyn, Jim
	Vizard, Jim

	Loewe, Tom
	Williams, Margaret

	McConnachie, Jean
	Wilson, Jack

	Moodie, Amelia
	


You will need to call Louise and pay the first deposit in MARCH AT THE LATEST to be added to this list.

Second instalment due in May

Will be payable at the May meeting- $250.  FEEL FREE TO MAIL IT TO IAN THOMPSON OR HAND IT TO HIM BEFORE MAY — we are happy to look after your money!!

CHECK THE LATEST ITINERARY BELOW!

= = = = = = = = = = = = = = 

New CD project update — three crucial dates!

SATURDAY 21 MAY and

SUNDAY 22 MAY  for the recording; 

SUNDAY 14 AUGUST for the launch at Hawthorn Town Hall (note this has changed!!!)
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Reviews…

Traditional Scottish Fiddling: A player’s guide to regional styles, bowing techniques, repertoire and dances. Compiled by Christine Martin. Published by Taigh nan Teud. ISBN 1-871931-38X
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Some of you will be already be familiar with this excellent book, which aims to introduce violinists to more traditional forms and technques of Scottish fiddling. This is not a book for beginning fiddlers or those picking up an instrument for the first time as the author assumes that the reader can already read music and have some level of technique.

However, this is where any resemblance to a traditional text ends.

The book contains over 220 tunes that have all been carefully selected to illustrate common traditional fiddling techniques and musical forms in each region in Scotland. In addition, the book is accompanied by a CD which contains performances by people from the various regions where the tunes originate. So, in essence, you get to hear it straight from the source, an essential approach in learning traditional forms.

Techniques covered include hack, linked, snap and cross bowing; the scots snap; grace notes; double stopping; scordatura; playing the back strings; up- and down- driven bowing; ringing strings; birls harmonics, spiccato and slides.

Regional styles include West Coast/Highland Styles, Shetland styles, Orkney, Borders and the East Coast Style. As this is a Scottish Council book, there is no exploration of Cape Breton styles, although their influence on Scottish fiddling is mentioned throughout the text.

There is a large collection of dances and notes on their performance.

The extensive notes on each of the sections and techniques make fascinating reading and the easy to read type face make this a very attractive learning format.

As mentioned above, this is an ideal book for more classically trained violinists to become familiar with the Scottish fiddle tradition as it is on the Scottish mainland today.

There are years of learning in this book and a valuable reference guide to return to again and again.

I got my copy from our friends at Celtic Southern Cross in Tasmania at www.celt.com.au
= = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = =
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The Scots Fiddle: Vol 1.Tunes, Tales & Traditions of the North-East & Central Highlands 228 pp ISBN 1-90323806-4; Vol 2 Tunes Tales & Traditions of the Lothians, Borders & Ayrshire. by J. Murray Neil. 222 pp  ISBN 1-897784-86-4

These are the first two of three volumes of these coffee table books — the third one is due out any day and focuses on West Coast, Highland and Island traditions.

These books take an unusual approach to the fiddle. They are more history books about great fiddlers and tunes with the music almost being an illustration to support the stories. They are really interesting to dip into for background information on many tunes and people. Many of the tunes are familiar especially to those familiar with Scottish country dancing.

[image: image10.jpg]


[image: image11.jpg]¥
p



Most topics are only one or two pages long, making this a perfect book to pick up for a ten minute read rather than a cover to cover read.

By the time you’ve read these, you’ll also be up to date with the history of Scotland, all of its battles and almost everything you need to know about whisky!

I wouldn’t recommend it primarily as a tutor or primer, although it does talk about different regional idiomatic styles. However, the volumes would make a lovely present for a Scottish fiddler and would certainly enhance enjoyment when learning tunes.

As an example, I have included an excerpt on the Laird o’ Cockpen, a favourite club tune and on the gig list for the NZ tour (hint hint – start practising now!). Incidentally, the tune of Laird in this book has also a harmony for the tune.

The books are a little hard to come by in Australia. You could try Celtic Southern Cross ww.celt.com.au. I got my copies from Reader’s Feast in the city tel: 03 9662 4699. You have to order them specially, and the price depends on the UK exchange rate at the time. It is currently good  at the moment with each volume costing about $43. They take about 4 weeks to come in. The volumes are now on their books, and I am assured that they are on their system now and you should have no problems.

The Story Behind The Tune:

LAIRD O'COCKPEN 
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Cockpen, which means red summit, was originally part of Dalhousie which was owned by the Ramsays of that ilk, one of the oldest families in Midlothian. The Laird o' Cockpen was Mark Carse, a fervent Jacobite who lost his lands and went into exile in Holland with Charles 11 after the Battle of Worcester in 1651, when Cromwell defeated the Royalists. In Holland Cockpen often entertained the king by playing music for dancing and as a reward he retrieved his lands when Charles regained the throne in 1660. The tune is derived from an old air entitled Wben Sbe Cam'Ben Sbe Bobbit. The jig presented is taken from Köhler's Violin Repository Of Dance Music 1881‑85. Verses were written by Lady Nairne for the song version which tell the amusing story of how a very confident and vain laird was turned down when he made a proposal of marriage to Jean, the aristocratic but penniless daughter of McCleish of Claverse‑ha' Lee (Catcune Castle)

Amazed was the Laird wben the leddy said 'Na!'

And wi'a laigh curtsey sbe turned awa'.

Dumfounde’d was he, nae sigh did be gie,

He mounted his mare, be raid cannily;

And aften be tbought, as be gaed tbrougb the glen

Sbe's daft to refuse the Laird o'Cockpen!

leddy ‑ lady; laigh ‑ low, gie ‑ give; cannily – carefully

Contributions welcome to MSFC Newsletter

Send to Ronald on email: rmccoy@ocean.com.au or ring 03 9527 1375 or tel: 0307 318 911

Melbourne Scottish Fiddle Club Calendar of Events for 2005

Enter these in your diary — NOW!

NB Items marked * are yet to be confirmed – keep reading the newsletter!
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DRAFT NEW ZEALAND TOUR ITINERARY
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COLLECTIONS CONFERENCE, EASTER 2005, Canberra – for those going to the National Folk Festival in Canberra..

In conjunction with the National Library of Australia and the National Folk Festival, the Australian Folklore Network is convening a one-day conference on ‘Folklore Collections’.

Linking with one of the 2005 National Festival themes, the conference will focus on the roles, responsibilities, approaches and problems of collecting folklore in Australia, including the linkage with archiving, interpreting and disseminating material collected in the field.

Speakers Current speakers include Ron Edwards, Warren Fahey, Gwenda Davey, Mark Cranfield, Jeff Corfield, Robyn Holmes, Edgar Waters and Marie-Louise Ayres. 

TIME: 8.45 am – 5 pm

DATE: Thursday March 24, 2005. 

VENUE: Ferguson Room, National Library of Australia.

COST: FREE

More information: email: Graham Seal at: G.Seal@curtin.edu.au
Important diary date!

1–3 July 2005: keep it free! 

Make sure you keep the first weekend of July free for our weekend in Mansfield with NESSIE!

This weekend will be just for MSFC and NESSIE players and NZ participants — so we can focus on what we need to achieve.  

We promise:

Full on fun, frivolity and fiddling in the frosty air of one of Victoria’s foremost alpine towns.

Chris Duncan will be down and a rip roaring time will be had by all — for those of us on the east of town an added bonus ifs that we can take the scenic route via Alex and cut time off the drive.

This is a great opportunity to catch up with out Nessie friends, learn heaps and make great music.

The weekend is ideal for people of all ages and levels, so ….be there!

Common Ground Scotland

31st  July – 7th August 2005

Glasgow, Scotland

http://www.commongroundscotland.com
Common Ground is a small friendly Scottish style folk festival – but it is much more than that.  It is fair to say that for almost everybody who has attended, the week far exceeded their expectations.

There is a report on the website written by Willie Slavin, who attended Common Ground Scotland in 2003 with his family.  Willie experienced the event, warts and all, from a participant’s perspective and his writing gives his opinion of a week that he found to be really special.  Willie and his family returned in 2004 and this coming summer is taking an active role in developing our ‘Everyday Non Violence’ and our ‘In Search of Common Ground’ classes.

They have developed a teaching format that is fairly unique.  As Willie Slavin discovered, at Common Ground there is very little demarcation between student and tutor.  There is less focus on formal tuition, more on ‘access to musicians and artists’ who can share their skills in a more informal and productive way.  We actively encourage people to cross boundaries.  People who are tutors in one setting become students in another.  Pete Seeger was a good example from Common Ground in the USA where he was at various times of the week, tutor, performer, student and audience member.
Check it out!

Brunswick Gig Pics..
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Here’s some pics from the immensely successful Brunswick MSFC Festival Gig!! If anyone wants copies in high resolution, just email Ronald requesting which photos you would like. There is no charge but be warned that some of the files are big!
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“Confucius say is better to bring Tim Tams than fruit to MSFC afternoon tea” from the collected Chinese wisdom of Kate O’Leary








MSFC CLUB CONTACTS





The Melbourne Scottish Fiddle Club (MSFC) meets at 2.00 PM  on the 14 Nov, 12 Dec 2004 and from then on, the third Sunday of the month at St Aidan’s church hall in Duggan St, North Balwyn.





Anyone who wants to find


out more about the club


can contact:





Musical Director - Judy on 9893 6332 or � HYPERLINK "mailto:tellingtales@bigpond.com" ��tellingtales@bigpond.com�





President - Matthew on 9484 8076  or � HYPERLINK "mailto:matt.madonna@bigpond.com" ��matt.madonna@bigpond.com�





Secretary (and daughter) -  Louise or Pria


on 9758 4486 or at � HYPERLINK "mailto:ask@netspace.com.au" ��ask@netspace.com.au�





Gig Manager/CD sales - Sue on 9481 7268  or � HYPERLINK "mailto:sdarbyoleary@hotmail.com" ��sdarbyoleary@hotmail.com�





Music Library – Bjorn Lemfors


5428 1694 or lemfors@hotkey.net.au





Newsletter Editor – Ronald on 03 9527 1375; mob: 0407 318 911 or email: rmccoy@� HYPERLINK "mailto:mkilpatr@optushome.com.au" ��ocean.com.au�





Newsletter contributions welcomed!





Our Laird’s Palace? – Dalkeith Palace





Mar�
�



Date�
                                          What�
�
2�
7.00pm Rehearsal – everyone - Westgarth�
�
5�
2.00pm Small group at  Judy’s�
�






6�






2.30pm Brunswick Folk Festival gig sound check then gig – The East, Lygon St�
�



11-13�



PFFF Canberra for those going – no MSFC gig but chances to session�
�



20�



2.00pm Monthly Meeting 


Highland Games Geelong Sausage Sizzle�
�



20�



7.00pm Session 


The Big House, Sydney Rd Brunswick�
�



25-28�



NFF Canberra for those going – no MSFC gig but chances to session�
�






Apr�
�



Date�
                                          What�
�



2�



2pm at Judy’s  place small group�
�



10�



Castlemaine Festival — small group�
�



17�



Committee meeting & Monthly Meeting�
�



17�



6.00pm Session then concert – all welcome


The Big House, Sydney Rd Brunswick�
�



21�



7.00pm      Rehearsal –everyone - Westgarth�
�



25�



Bunnings Sausage Sizzle - Nunawading�
�



27�



7.00pm      Rehearsal –everyone - Westgarth�
�






May�
�



Date�
                                          What�
�
4�
7.00pm      Rehearsal –everyone - Westgarth�
�
12�
7.00pm      Rehearsal –everyone - Westgarth�
�



15�



1.00pm committee meeting


2pm Monthly Meeting


2nd  Deposit for NZ Trip  -  $250�
�
15�
6.00pm Session 


8.00pm MSFC concert


The Big House, Sydney Rd Brunswick�
�
15�
2nd instalment due for NZ people- pay $250 today�
�
18�
7.00pm      Rehearsal –everyone - Westgarth�
�
�
Chocolate Sales Fundraiser�
�
21�
All day – recording new CD – venue tba�
�
22�
All day- recording new CD – venue tba�
�






Jun�
�



Date�
                                          What�
�



2*�
7.00pm      Rehearsal –everyone – Westgarth�
�
8*�
7.00pm      Rehearsal –everyone – Westgarth�
�



10-13�
Portarlington Celtic Festival


MSFC Fund Raising Stall�
�



19�



Monthly Meeting�
�



19�



6.00pm Session 


The Big House, Sydney Rd Brunswick�
�
1-30�
This month small group items will be recorded in Hugh’s studio – Kew- dates tba�
�
�
Music Program Finalised for NZ�
�






Jul�
�



Date�
                                          What�
�



1,2,3


x�



Mansfield Rehearsal Camp & Concert  -  with Chris Duncan & Nessie�
�






17


�






2.00pm Monthly Meeting – final payment due for NZ (price tba expect approx $400)�
�






17


�



6.00pm Session 


7.00pm Concert- small group


The Big House, Sydney Rd Brunswick�
�






Aug�
�



Date�
                                          What�
�



14�



2.30 OUR BIG LAUNCH CONCERT HAWTHORN TOWN HALL – SET THE DAY ASIDE PLEASE�
�



17*�
7.00pm      Rehearsal –everyone - Westgarth�
�



25*�
7.00pm      Rehearsal –everyone - Westgarth�
�



21�



1.00pm committee meeting


2.00pm Monthly Meeting�
�



21�



7.00pm session – The Big House�
�






Sep�
�



Date�
                                          What�
�



11�



Final meeting and rehearsal NZ people�
�



17�



Depart for New Zealand�
�



18�



2.00pm Monthly Meeting led by Colin ?? – for those not going to NZ�
�






Nov�
�



Date�
                                          What�
�



20�



2.00pm Monthly Meeting �
�



20�



7.00pm Session 


The Big House, Sydney Rd Brunswick�
�



27�
St Andrews Day gig -McCrae Homestead – Mornington Peninusal�
�






Dec�
�



Date�
                                          What�
�
7*�
7.00pm      Rehearsal –everyone - Westgarth�
�
15*�
7.00pm      Rehearsal –everyone - Westgarth�
�



18�



2.00pm Monthly Meeting & Tune competition (?)�
�



18�



6.00pm End of year concert and session – 


The Big House - everyone�
�






Sep NZ Itinerary (confirmed)�
�






Saturday 17 September to Sunday 2nd October


SEE DRAFT PROGRAM NEXT PAGE�
�






Oct�
�



Date�
                                          What�
�
16�
2.00pm Monthly Meeting�
�



16�



7.00pm Session 


The Big House, Sydney Rd Brunswick�
�
19*�
7pm – rehearsal Westgarth - all�
�



23�



2pm – small group at Judys�
�



28-31�



Maldon Folk Festival - tbc�
�






Sep NZ Itinerary (draft)�
�



Date�
                                          What�
�
Saturday 17�
Arr Auckland concert �
�
Sunday 18�
Auckland dance �
�
Monday 19�
Waipu combo�
�
Tuesday 20�
Wangharei combo�
�
Wednesday 21�
Napier/Hastings combo�
�
Thursday 22�
Wanganui combo�
�
Friday 23�
Wellington concert�
�
Saturday 24�
Wellington workshops & dance


CD leaves early�
�
Sunday 25�
fly Q'town - sightseeing�
�
Monday 26�
Sightseeing Milford Sound �
�
Tuesday 27�
Invercargill - combo�
�
Wednesday 28�
Dunedin – day off�
�
Thursday 29�
Dunedin Gig tba�
�
Friday 30�
Dunedin Gig tba


PSK leaves�
�
Saturday 1st�
Dunedin workshop tba�
�
Saturday 1st�
Ch'church concert�
�
Sunday 2nd�
Depart ChChurch for Melbourne�
�
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