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STOP PRESS!

NZ 05 reminder

Urgent

Please get your forms in expressing interest – we need to know this year your intentions- even if you need to change them later!!!

Please call people in Castlemaine, Marysville, Mansfield etc that you know are thinking about it, and urge them to get their forms in too.
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From Judy: All the news behind the news!!
November 26th gig report

Well what can we say – HOT HOT HOT!  

Not at Scottish weather or a Burns night at the East — the place was packed with keen punters, and John McAuslan was a great opening act. 

The Club numbers were fabulous and the smaller groups in between would have been good if we could have got the sound right. 

Despite fainting and the migraines, we did OK — not one of our all time great gigs perhaps, but good in the trying circumstances. Thanks to Jeanette and the club for having us, and we are invited back on March 6.

NZ Raffle thanks!

Hooray again for Sue and Louise and Athalie who were the key movers and shakers – Sue will report on the financial success of our raffle — this is just to say THANKS THANKS THANKS  to these three great women – hopefully everyone will be inspired to go on to bigger and better feats in 2005.

Winners of our two awards for 2004

Apologies to Kate O’Leary and Steve Gilbert — the announcement that they were winners of our annual awards – this year for the most enthusiastic adult and the most improved young player, sort of slipped by almost unnoticed in our October meeting.  We will have a little more fanfare at the Xmas meeting. Congratulations to Kate and Steve — good fiddlers and great contributors.  Both Kate and Steve will be going to the Celtic Music Under the Mountains summer school in Tasmania with their fees (not fares!) paid by the Club. Keep on fiddling, and it could be you next year!!

Small group report

This group is getting a reputation for delivering the goods, and made a big impact on ABC Radio on Monday 22 November, with Derek Guille interviewing us for nearly half an hour.  The small group has since been asked to perform at the Castlemaine State Festival in April 2005, and we have had several phone calls from people seeking CDs.  The small group is a great advertisement for the real MSFC and we hope will act as an incentive to people to get the tunes under their belts so they can join this fun new ensemble.
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Schedule for Xmas meeting

Sunday 12 December

This will be at St Aidan’s as usual and is our traditional end of year gathering – we’d love to see all of our friends there to finish off a great year for the club.

1.00
Session and food preparation

1.30
Pot luck lunch bring something to share for our Xmas lunch 

THERE IS AN OVEN TO HEAT FOOD

BRING

- DECORATIONS FOR THE TABLE

- SOMETHING TO DRINK!!!

2.00
Session round the piano

3.00
Tune comp judging

3.45
Arvo tea – leftovers and anything extra you may like to bring

4.15
Session again

Mrs Patricia report

Pat is out of hospital, and on the mend — she had a nasty fright but naturally enough she is full of good humour and the joys and blessings of her life.  If ever anyone embodied the word optimistic it is her.  Our thoughts and good wishes are with Pat as she fights the disease with the aid of new wonder drugs, and her good mate Andrew alongside — Pat, we are all looking forward to seeing you fighting with that fiddle again in February.

Pat responds: 

Hi there…Will you please thank the members for the lovely flowers sent to me in hospital. Thank you everyone.

Love Pat Gilmour.
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Tune writing competition

We have had about six entries so the competition will be modest but will go ahead.  People have sent them again from all over- the only shortage is our own club members putting pen to paper….. maybe next year?  The prize this year will again be a voucher from Celtic Southern Cross and inclusion in our 2005 10th anniversary tunes book.

Grants report

We received a second grant for our CD project in 2005 – this one form the City of Boroondara who have given us $2300 towards the project, and will host a concert in the Hawthorn Town Hall. Matt went along as our representative to collect the cheque so can deliver a full report on Sunday 12th.  Emboldened by our success, I have also submitted an application to the Victorian Multicultural Commission – they give operational funding for three years, so I have asked for a grant to cover our operating costs….. wouldn’t THAT be amazing!  Re the Australia Council application in case you were wondering – I lost my nerve for that one, it all seemed a bit removed from where we are at……. So it didn’t go in.

Sponsor?

I think it is time to turn our attention to a corporate sponsor for our NZ trip – anyone who has any good contacts in companies that a) have branches in NZ or b) sell in NZ or c) are community oriented, please feel free to drop me a line about it – no idea is too far fetched to at least discuss. If we could find someone to donate our uniforms (for example) this would be a big boon.

NZ05 reminder

Urgent – please get your forms in expressing interest – we need to know this year your intentions- event if you need to change them later!!! Please call people in Castlemaine, Marysville, Mansfield etc that you know are thinking about it, and urge them to get their forms in too.

Flyer for distribution to friends, teachers, interested people

The MSFC flyer has been updated and will be sent separately – please print one out for yourself as it has a rough calendar for 2005.  Also you should feel free to forward it to friends.

 

Tentative dates for 2005 

Brunswick Folk Festival (ALL)

March 6 confirmed

All


Castlemaine Sate Festival


April 10 confirmed
     Small group

Recording 




May 14–15

Celtic Festival Portarlington


June 10–13

Benalla Rehearsal Camp


2-3-4 July

Concert for the City of Boroondara

Late August - confirmed

New Zealand Tour





17 Sept – 2 October


End of year concert



November/December- tba





 New regular meeting 

time in 2005 - reminder

As previously announced we will be meeting on the 3rd Sunday of each month in 2005, still at St Aidan’s in Balwyn, so put these dates in your diary:

February 20

March 20

April 17

May 15

June 19

July 17

August 21

September- NO MEETING (NZ TOUR)
October 16

November 20

December 18

A timely and generous offer for us?

A friend of Colin McLeod who has a wholesale business has offered to sell strings to us at reduced prices, with the club and the individual both benefiting.  This fundraiser for the MSFC could raise us $1000 for the NZ fund if someone is prepared to take it on –  it’s simple and quick, and we all benefit……. You get 10% and the club gets 17.5%.

Please email or call Judy if you are interested.

Raffle report

Another BIG thank you to all the club members and friends who helped in any way with our raffle. It was a very successful fundraiser and certainly publicized the club well.

 

The final amount for the raffle is a grand total of  $2523.10
All the prizes were drawn by young Matthew, our youngest club member.

First prize, of the quilt, was won by Athalie Brooks (much to her amazement!) Fitting, since she actually helped to make the quilt and organized the permits for the stalls and the ticket selling rosters.

Second prize went to Beth Crawter, who lives in Queensland. She is a friend of Matt Robertson's. This prize was the silk painting of a bird generously donated by Eliza Darby (Sue's sister)

Third prize was donated by Louise (half a dozen bottles of wine) and this went to Bridget Crisp, who lives in Ivanhoe (the mother of a basketball friend of Kate's)

Final prize of 3 small bird paintings, donated by Barbara Hannon, was won by Janine Browne, who bought the ticket at the raffle stall outside Safeway in Balwyn.  

Does anyone still have raffle ticket money? - I have been contacted by two people this week who will return their money at the meeting next Sunday- can anyone else who still has money to return do the same.

 We have also sold $215 worth of CDs in the past couple of weeks, partly as a result of some fiddlers being on ABC radio two weeks ago and others at the gigs.

 Sue
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Stories behind the songs…

In this section, each issue looks at a story behind one of the tunes that we perform. Just introduced to a new Wrigley Sister’s tune about a Trow dance. So, the obvious question is…

What’s a Trow? 

The legends of the trows are probably the best known and widespread of all tales of Orkney's supernatural creatures.
In many cases practically indistiguishable from fairy folklore found throughout Northern Europe, the archetypal trow was an ugly mischievous little creature that dwelled within the ancient mounds found scattered across the islands.

Certain tales said that a trow could pass for a human - although usually old, wizened or deformed - but in general the trows were said to be ugly, stunted little creatures, considerably smaller than a man. Their traditional grotesque and outlandish appearance is confirmed by some of the names ascribed to them - names such as Truncherface (trencher face) and Bannafeet (bannock feet). 

In what may be one of the earliest recorded tales of the trows, the creatures were said to be nocturnal and never appeared in daylight. Even when they emerged at night, to many they were invisible. This element of trow folklore echoes both the traditions that the Orkney fairy was invisible and that the Norwegian troll was unable to venture outside in sunlight.

The Trows' Passion for Music

It was a well known fact that the trows of the Northern Isles were passionately addicted to music, in particular fiddle music.
As such they took great delight in luring mortal fiddlers into their knowes, howes and halls beneath the hills.

There are many tales describing such incidents, some of which state that the fiddler remained with the trows for a year, others insisting it was a year and a day or longer. 

However, there is one element that all the tales agree on - to the unsuspecting fiddler only one night had passed and he always returned home not knowing the true length of time he had been away.

A fiddler whose playing particularly pleased these underground music lovers might be well rewarded. Indeed, one episode tells of a fiddler who pleased the trows so much that when he finally left their howe after a long musical session he was informed that he would never again lack money. 

Thereafter, whenever he needed cash, he simply put his hand into his pocket and because of trow magic there was always money there. 

But, as always, his good fortune did not last. 

One Yule, when well well and trult drunk on some fine home-brew, the fiddler told a number of his companions the secret of his magic money. But his confession broke the trows' magical spell and never again did the foolish fiddler have a "trowie-shilling" to spend.

Trowie Tunes
Certain tunes played around the islands were said to have been taught to the fiddlers by the trows. One such reel was supposedly learned by a man while walking over a hill one night.

During his journey, the wanderer heard the trows playing from deep within the hill, so sat and listened intently until he had memorised their otherworldly tune.

Another account explains that an old man, sitting outside his house on summer's night, watched a party of trows traverse a nearby area of marshy ground. As they crossed the terrain they sang: "Hupp horse handocks and we'll ride on Bulmints."

The old man called out - "I'll ride with you" - and in an instant was whisked away by the trows. Twelve long months passed with no sign of the old man, until one day he appeared back back on his own rooftop.

The folk in the area were astounded to see the old chap back and in good health. But no matter how much they asked, he would say nothing as to where he had been, and what he had seen.

But the tune the trows had been singing when he first spied them was remembered and taught to others, soon becoming one of the known "Fairy Reels". 

For more info visit: www.orkneyjar.com 

PS For the email version of this letter,, all the hyperlinks are live!

Sunday December 12th 
 

New Dogs Old Tricks 

 

Be there to help them launch their great new album - featuring Neil Adam (guitar & vocals); Winnie Adam (flute); Bruce Packard (double bass); Rebecca Rigby (vocals); Gus Rigby (sax, bodhran, flute); Pria Schwall-Kearney (fiddle and foot percussion) and Judy Turner (fiddle and singing saw)
 
With guest artists including the MSFC Small Group

From 7.30pm

Entry: $10 includes supper
The Big House, Sydney Road, Brunswick




















MSFC CLUB CONTACTS





The Melbourne Scottish Fiddle Club (MSFC) meets at 2.00 PM  on the 14 Nov, 12 Dec 2004 and from then on, the third Sunday of the month at St Aidan’s church hall in Duggan St, North Balwyn.





Anyone who wants to find


out more about the club


can contact:





Musical Director - Judy on 9893 6332 or � HYPERLINK "mailto:tellingtales@bigpond.com" ��tellingtales@bigpond.com�





President - Matthew on 9484 8076  or � HYPERLINK "mailto:matt.madonna@bigpond.com" ��matt.madonna@bigpond.com�





Secretary (and daughter) -  Louise or Pria


on 9758 4486 or at � HYPERLINK "mailto:ask@netspace.com.au" ��ask@netspace.com.au�





Gig Manager/CD sales - Sue on 9481 7268  or � HYPERLINK "mailto:sdarbyoleary@hotmail.com" ��sdarbyoleary@hotmail.com�





Music Library – Bjorn Lemfors


5428 1694 or lemfors@hotkey.net.au





Newsletter Editor – Ronald on 03 9527 1375; mob: 0407 318 911 or email: rmccoy@� HYPERLINK "mailto:mkilpatr@optushome.com.au" ��ocean.com.au�








Newsletter contributions welcomed!
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