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From Matthew:

NZ fundraising - Folk Life Fund

Fantastic news, hot off the press.  We have been successful in our application to the Victorian Folk Life Fund (administered by the Royal Historical Society of Victoria) for a grant to assist us with our fund-raising for the NZ ’05 tour.

Judy received a cheque for $2,000 just before she departed for California.  It’s a terrific recognition of the community involvement by the MSFC and the fact that we have shown ourselves to be good ambassadors for folk music.  The condition of the grant is that it is used solely for the purpose of the approved project (which is the NZ ’05 tour) and we will occasionally report on our progress in the lead up and after the event.

Huge thanks go to Judy for preparing the application.  It takes quite a skill to frame an application of this kind in a way that differentiates us from other competing seekers of grants, and the grant-giving organisations typically only approve requests that are well thought through and show a worthy proposal.

We still have a couple of other irons in the fire in other quarters, so watch this space – this will be a great boost to our efforts to go cross-Tasman.  We’re very grateful to the RHSV and its Folk Life Fund for their help.

- Matt Robertson

August afternoon tea concert - report

A quick Il Pres retro on the day that was, last month.  I have had heaps of feedback from people in the audience who said it was the best event of its kind yet.  Particularly impressive from my point of view was the great feel with which those in MSFC who don’t normally play a lot for dancing picked up the idiom of providing live music for traditional dancing.

Our special guests did us proud across the board—great small group feature items, wonderful pipe and flute playing, and some super step dancing all combined to give a fine variety performance that was also financially quite successful for us (a further kick-along to our NZ funding efforts).

Many thanks to the Box Hill & District Scottish Society (Matt’s dance group) for their behind-the-scenes organisation; it takes a lot of work to put it all together, and many volunteers helped out.  On our side, Andrew did a superb job on CD sales, and Doug assisted yet again with sound: onya, lads!

- Matt Robertson

Council of Clans luncheon small group gig

Stand by for some further info at the next meeting about this small group gig on Sunday 10 October.  Likely time is 1pm-2:45pm.  The Council of Scottish Clans in Victoria has an annual lunch where they do some very Scottish things, like toasting the haggis (verbally, not thermally) and a wee spot of dancin’.

They’ve asked us if we can accompany the Scotscraig Scottish dance group for a demonstration set of three dances (probably three from the list we just played for in August) and a small number of our concert sets.  A list for available players will be on the table at the next MSFC meeting; talk to Matt if you would like to play.

From The Age, Saturday, Aug 14th.
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St Kilda resident fiddles in St Kilda

By Larry Schwartz
August 14, 2004

The Age, Melbourne, Australia, 14 August 2004

((Photo caption))Dr Ronald McCoy plays his fiddle on the Esplanade, St KIlda.. McCoy says that this view is siminlar to a view of the island of St Kilda in Scotland.
Picture:Craig Abraham
Long-time St Kilda resident Ronald McCoy travelled nearly 20,000 kilometres for a glimpse of another St Kilda - a remote group of islands in the Outer Hebrides, more than 80 kilometres west of Scotland.

"In the Gaelic imagination, St Kilda was the end of the world," Dr McCoy says of the archipelago from which 34 islanders migrated to Australia via Liverpool in the 1850s, "and I'm sure to the early people in Scotland Australia was the end of the world, too."

Field mice fled as he trudged through thick moss up the highest hill on another island to gaze across the Atlantic at the cliffs and stacks of the three main islands in the tiny archipelago identified as a World Heritage site in 1986 and said to be the most important seabird breeding station in north-west Europe.

"If you climb the top of Ben Mor on the island of South Uist on a sunny day in summer you can see as far as St Kilda," says Dr McCoy. The general practitioner has helped a noted Gaelic singer and academic add an antipodean dimension to an album of songs, mostly from the rich musical heritage of the islands. The islands' last residents were evacuated to take their chances on the mainland in 1930.

Dr McCoy is a Gaelic language and music enthusiast, who plays instruments including tin whistles, a Celtic harp, fiddle and sings traditional songs. He immediately recognised Dr Anne Lorne Gillies' name on an email the City of Port Phillip forwarded to him this year seeking information on Melbourne's St Kilda. 

He had coincidentally learned Gaelic using instruction tapes recorded by Dr Gillies. He wrote back in Gaelic, forwarding sheet music she had requested for a Paul Kelly song, From St Kilda to Kings Cross , among 20 on her CD, An Long Hirteach , St Kilda Mailboat on which her accompanists include an Australian-born pianist, Peggy O'Keefe.

The "mail boat" of the title refers to the custom of placing a letter in a watertight container, with a sheep's bladder as a float, first used by a visiting journalist wanting to leave the islands in 1876. 

A visitor reported in 1697 that its then 180 inhabitants were lively and musical. Their songs celebrate aspects of their lives including the pummelling of wool by women to make tweed. Dr Gillies recites a poem, St Kilda's Parliament , about men who gathered in the open each morning to discuss what work was to be done.

Dr McCoy, whose forebears migrated from Scotland and northern Ireland hopes to meet Dr Gillies at a festival in the Scottish Highlands later this year and, when wild seas permit, visit St Kilda.

Eighteen of 34 islanders survived a voyage to Melbourne on the vessel Priscilla in December 1852. The Melbourne suburb takes its name from the schooner, The Lady of St Kilda, named after the islands that its owner, Sir Thomas Acland, and his wife Lydia visited early in their marriage.

QUILT-MAKING : Can you help?
Could all those who are interested in being part of the construction of the quilt to be raffled please contact Sue O'Leary on 9481 7268 or 0414 607268.
Prospective dates for quilt making are : Thursday 30th September or Tuesday 28th September -( both of these will be during the day) the time and  venue for quilt making will be confirmed when you contact Sue. If you have sharp scissors and a sewing machine of any kind you will need to bring these. More info needed? Ring Sue
 

REHEARSAL DATES for Gig on 24th September - Please come to both if possible.
First rehearsal is Thursday 17th September
Second rehearsal is Wednesday 22nd September
Both rehearsals will be at Westgarth Primary School, Clarke St , Northcote (just north of Dennis Station on the Hurstbridge train line) from 7pm to 9pm.
Thanks Sue
Received by email:

Hello:
Thought I'd let you know about the Borders Young Fiddlers and their new CD.
I am completely unfamiliar with the Australian scene but guessed there would be a fair amount of fiddle playing going on. So I found you on the
net.


Have a look at our wee website if you get the                time -
 www.islemusicscotland.com .

The Borders fiddle 'style' is a lesser-known style. Lori has been doing a bit of research on this and is determined to push knowledge of Borders
fiddle playing as far as she can...perhaps getting it a bit better known alongside the other Scottish styles.


Cheers the noo


Sandy
CLUB CONTACTS

The club meets at 2.00 PM  on the second Sunday of the month at St Aidan’s church hall in Duggan St, North Balwyn.

Anyone who wants to find

out more about the club

can contact:

Musical Director - Judy on 9893 6332 or tellingtales@bigpond.com
President - Matthew on 9484 8076  or matt.madonna@bigpond.com  

Secretary (and daughter) -  Louise or Pria 

on 9758 4486 or at ask@netspace.com.au 

Gig Manager/CD sales - Sue on 9481 7268  or sdarbyoleary@hotmail.com 

Music Library – Bjorn Lemfors 

5428 1694 or lemfors@hotkey.net.au

Newsletter Editor - Michael on 9387 7334 or mkilpatr@optusnet.com.au
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