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Fiddle Techniques. |

Across Down
1. From the pipes (5,1 2. 2 notes for 1(68)
6. 1 way of bowing (2) 3. 8notes below (47)
7. 1-way stroke bow () 4. Bell-like tones (9)
9. Boring bowing? (4) 5. Detached (8)
11. Scots rhythm (5,4) 8. 1 way of bowing (4)
14. Strathspey bow (4) 10. Detached bounce (8)
15. Plucky playing (9) 12. Extra notes (5)

13. Pipe ornament (4)






THE SMALL GIGS  and Success of MSFC Small Group ...
Over the last month the small group has done 3 smaller gigs on behalf of the Club – earning about $1200 all up – what a great result!!   I am getting about a call a week at the moment with these sorts of requests, which means that our NZ fundraising target for gigs is looking good.

More importantly, the players are doing really well - there is a high level of excitement, and everyone in the small group is playing everything confidently, which only adds to the strength of the big group sound.  One of our recent gigs was for the Loyal Orange Lodge, whose President  Geoff Davis told me later that week it was the best annual dinner they have ever had, and that whereas guests normally leave about 10.30 they were there till well past midnight!  In fact, they liked us so much they upped the fee form $500 to $750 – we should get more gigs like that!!!   Well done to all involved in the small group – it’s a very exciting new development for the Club.




Judy
A BIG GIG ...

Coming up Sunday, 15 August is a BIG GIG  not to be missed.   

             Afternoon Tea Concert 

       for the Box Hill Scottish Dance Group

Venue:    Burwood Uniting Church    

               1 Hyslop Street, Glen Iris

Time:      12:30 pm (sound check) 

                  2:00 pm (concert)

 

Tickets:   $15   ($10 concessions, non-performing    

                 MSFC members/ children under 15 yrs) 
Payment  by cash, or cheque payable to 'Box Hill and District Scottish Society' or see Matt Robertson.
Practices for this gig will be at Westgarth Primary School (North of Dennis Station on Hurstbridge Line) as follows:
       5 Aug     (Wednesday)    7 - 9:00 pm

     11 Aug       (Thursday)      7 - 9:00 pm
CD Number 3 
It’s a happening thing - almost!

I have submitted 2 funding applications on behalf of the Club totalling $8900 for a recording project and a launch concert – a fairly ambitious idea involving quite a crowd of guest artists including, if they confirm, the Sunga Trio we all saw and liked in Canberra - Samoan girls playing harp and kora and singing fabulously.  Watch this space - grant announcements are not due for a few months.  The idea of the CD broadly speaking is Scots in the Antipodes – it’s to have a Pacific flavour and, if possible, include Helen Webby and Davy Stuart from NZ – we’ll have ownership and will end up (all going well) with 800 or so to sell for the Club.





Judy
New Zealand Report

We’ve had 7 expressions of interest for gigs - Athalie and Judy are mailing PR packs and we are getting a lot of helpful advice from Ross McLellan, Jamie’s dad, who will help us in the Hamilton area.   It looks pretty likely  we will have 2 gigs in Wellington, one in Christchurch, one in Auckland and other smaller ones…… again, watch this space!!  Further briefing at the AGM.

FUND RAISING

As anyone who has tried raising money will attest it takes a fair amount of time and effort so thanks to those who organised the Wine Bottling Fundraiser.   

And thanks to all the members who bought wine - we made a profit of $600.

You will be able to pick up your bottles at the August meeting... there will be a few extra bottles if anyone missed out and wants to buy another bottle or two. 




Judy
The next major fund raiser will be a Raffle.  Sue O’Leary is organising the making of a beautiful quilt which will be the major prize.   We are looking for donations for 2 other prizes for the raffle so if anyone wants to donate something or get involved have a chat with Sue at the next meeting. 

Chris Duncan Weekend

Another brilliant event with a brilliant teacher - hopefully the 35 people who took part gained as much out of it as I did – wonderful to listen to the thought that has gone into each of the tunes Chris plays – the detailed work on ornamentation was really useful and the session Saturday night a complete blast – flabbergasted faces of the Irish punters were a joy to behold!  Chris has agreed to teach at our 2005 Benalla weekend, so that means its really got to happen – set the date aside now, 9-10 July 2005.

It was good to have players from NESSE  -  they also invited any of us to join them in a great session at the Tatong Pub the first weekend in September.   People who have been to Benalla will remember the hospitality of this group - they are welcoming to all so if you are able to get up that way let them know.    Judy
Hanging out in Jig Time  
Ron McCoys take on Chris Duncan’s Workshop from the viewpoint of a novice fiddler  ...
For those 2 fiddlers in Australia who haven’t heard of him, Chris is one of the best fiddlers in the country.  I knew of Chris through his CD Fyvie’s Embrace, and his fantastic playing at the Scottish Ball at the National Folk Festival in Canberra recently.   After our workshop weekend, I realised that not only is Chris a master fiddler, he is also a great teacher.

The 3 stand alone workshops (strathspeys, jigs and reels) allowed participants to focus on one type of playing at a time, beneficial for those who could only attend just one workshop.

The emphasis on ear learning was initially a little difficult  but after a couple of minutes into the workshop, I wondered why we even bother with written music sometimes!  Chris gave plenty of time and opportunity to pick up each tune while still managing to maintain to engage all fiddlers, from novice to advanced. 

Chris’s emphasis on listening and playing without too much talking was like working out at the gym,  but for musicians!  Constant repetition of the tune’s key parts  really helped the physical feel of each tune sink into the brain and body.

The emphasis on rhythm as the cornerstone foundation of playing was refreshing — not only in what Chris said, but how it informed every note of his playing. This rhythm focus really came through in the concentrated ear learning during workshops, having us stand up and move while playing also helped to get a “feel” for the tunes.

Another lesson I took away  was how the bowing is intimately related to the rhythm (obvious to an experienced players, but as I said, I’m new to this game!)   While playing the tune over and over I could concentrate,  for example, on bowing for a few times of the tune, other times the notes, other times harmony etc.  Over time, you really felt you had marked your way about the tune... by the time the session was over the tune felt like an “old friend”.

The tunes themselves were great and while he handed out the dots at the end of the workshop the printing was  so small that I found it better to just use the notes to remind me of what I had learned which, I suspect, was his strategy!

How much can you realistically learn in a workshop in one weekend?  Well, the most important thing I learned was about techniques for rehearsing and learning tunes.   Hearing learning techniques from Chris’ angle not only taught me a few new methods, but reinforced and built upon techniques that Judy, Pria and others have already taught.  I personally think this is really important in the culture of a Club in that a visiting teacher should build on what is already there. This is a difficult task but was achieved with an apparent effortlessness on the part of the organisers.

As for Chris himself... for such a formidable player he was incredibly giving and generous of his time to all.  If any of those 2 fiddlers out there who don’t know about Chris were wondering if it would be worthwhile to attend  his workshops in the future, my advice is to run and register now!

A HUGE VOTE OF THANKS also  to Judy Turner and Club members who organised the great weekend. The food was terrific, the atmosphere warm and welcoming and I couldn’t believe how affordable the weekend was.

I am continually amazed at the fantastic opportunities to learn Scottish Fiddle and music through the MSFC and always in an atmosphere of tremendous fun that comes out of sharing a mutual interest (or should I say passion?).
I think the fun was best summed up by Chris just after some extended playing of a tune by the entire group on the Saturday afternoon...  “You guys, that was really great. I never get a chance like that to hang out in jig time!”

UPCOMING DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

Friday September 24 - night

Dandenong Ranges Folk Club at Olinda

BIG GROUP

$150 FEE CONFIRMED
Sunday October 10 – lunch time
Council of Clans Luncheon

6-8 players 20-30 mins

SMALL GROUP

$200 FEE CONFIRMED
Friday November 26 – 8 pm ish

Scottish Night at the East   
 (to celebrate St Andrews Day)
Melbourne Folk Club\MSFC and friends

(including John McAuslan of Tam Lin fame)
Fee - part of the door

        Can you answer all the Crossword Clues?
       If not see Ron McCoy at the August Meeting 

                    (he made up the puzzle)
MSFC  Annual General Meeting
The Annual General Meeting will be held 8 August 2004 and officers for the coming year elected.  
MSFC Secretary implicated in bureaucratic bungle ...

Last year the Club voted to insert a clause into the Constitution re Donations and Public Funds (if you wish to refresh your memory the Clause is printed at the end of this Newsletter) however the Club’s Secretary did not mail the notification to the powers that be on time.   The Department of Fair Trading the Club informs me therefore that the Club is required to reconfirm this vote  in a separate meeting so...   at the close of the AGM we will immediately convene a separate meeting to take this vote.

If you have any questions contact the Secretary (Phone number in Contacts Box) 
I have been inundated with Agenda Items (NOT!) - last call to add Agenda items (email Louise Schwall-Kearney at <ask@netspace.net.au>)  
Melbourne Scottish Fiddle Club

Annual General Meeting

8 August 2004

Agenda


    ♦   Minutes of last Meeting

   ♦   Treasurer’s Report

   ♦   Election of Officers

   ♦   President

   ♦   Vice-President

   ♦   Treasurer

   ♦   Secretary

   ♦   New Zealand 2005 Trip Update

   ♦   Other
Clause to Amend Constitution

37.    Public Fund

(1)   Donations will be deposited into the Public Fund listed on the Register of Cultural Organisations.   These monies will be kept separate from other funds of the Association and will only be used to further the Association’s objects.   Investment of monies in this fund will be made in accordance with guidelines for public funds as specified by the Australian Taxation Office.

 (2)     The fund will be administered by a management committee or a sub-committee of the management, a majority of whom, because of their tenure of some public office or their professional standing, have an underlying community responsibility, as distinct from obligations solely in regard to the cultural objectives of the Melbourne Scottish Fiddle Club.

 (3)   No monies / assets in this fund will be distributed to members or office bearers of the Association, except as re-imbursement for out-of-pocket expenses incurred on behalf of the fund or proper remuneration for administrative services.

 (4)   If upon the winding up or dissolution of the public fund, there remains after satisfaction of all its debts and liabilities, property or funds, the property or funds shall not be paid to or distributed among its members, but shall be given or transferred to some other fund, authority or institution having objects similar to the objects of this public fund, and whose rules shall prohibit the distribution of its or their income among its or their members, such fund, authority or institution to be eligible for tax deductibility of donations under Subdivision 30-B, section 30-100, of the Income Tax Assessment Act 1997(the Act) and listed on the Register of Cultural Organisations maintained under the Act.

 (5)   Any proposed amendments or alterations to provisions for the public fund will be notified to the Department responsible for the administration of the Register of Cultural Organisations to assess the effect of any amendments on the public fund’s continuing Deductible Gift Recipient status.
CLUB CONTACTS

The club meets at 2.00 PM  on the second Sunday of the month at St Aidan’s church hall in Duggan St, North Balwyn.

Anyone who wants to find

out more about the club

can contact:

Musical Director - Judy on 9893 6332 or tellingtales@bigpond.com
President - Matthew on 9484 8076  or matt.madonna@bigpond.com  

Secretary (and daughter) -  Louise or Pria 

on 9758 4486 or at ask@netspace.com.au 

Gig Manager/CD sales - Sue on 9481 7268  or sdarbyoleary@hotmail.com 

Music Library – Bjorn Lemfors 

5428 1694 or lemfors@hotkey.net.au

Newsletter Editor - Michael on 9387 7334 or mkilpatr@optusnet.com.au
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