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NO APRIL ISSUE OF THE SCOTTISH FIDDLER?????

There was almost nothing to go into the newsletter at the beginning of April, so there was no point publishing an April edition.

From Judy: 

Gig at Portarlington – the National Celtic Festival – Saturday June 12th

We have been invited to play again at this fun festival on the Bellarine Peninsula – nice and close to home for our Geelong members – which takes place each year on the Queen’s Birthday weekend.  We decided to just do the one day this year, so we don’t have to cancel another monthly meeting.  We don’t have the actual times of our gigs yet.  If there is a night one I have asked for them to line up billets and I will keep you posted.

Program for this month’s meeting

2.00- 3.30


More advanced group: 

Learning from the Scots – Devil in the Kithchen (strathspey) by Colin (45 mins); 

Finding a harmony line – Blue Bonnets jig set - led by Matt (45 mins)

Less advanced group

New march by ear: Da Guisers March – in D (from the Hunter Collection) 

Techniques for remembering a tune taught by ear – led by Judy

3.30-4.00pm

Arvo tea

4.00pm-5.00pm

All in together – shuffle reels tune set led by Judy

New Millenium (F)

Catharis (Gm)

Frank’s Reel (A)
Note this set will be performed at Portarlington!!!

BIG NEWS!!!! SCOTLAND 05 IS NOW NEW ZEALAND 05

Yes folks, in a brave move, your committee has decided that the planned overseas trip in 2005, for which we believe many of you to have begun saving already, and which will celebrate the 10th anniversary of the founding of the now famous MSFC, should be to our southern neighbour, and not to the Scottish home land.  The committee will understand if some people are disappointed, but hopes that the more manageable and achievable trip to NZ will also be embraced enthusiastically, and that the funds we have raised already and those you have begun to save, can simply be redirected towards the NZ trip.  

Reasons for the change?

1) Big fish small pond syndrome:

In NZ there is nothing like the MSFC – in Scotland there are myriad similar and some better groups – in NZ we will benefit from being quite novel. 

2) Smaller fundraising target

The committee was not convinced we were going to make the bigger target (close to $70,000).  Doing the figures for NZ is much more heartening, when you consider that a) the airfare is about 1/5th that of the Scotland airfare and b) the exchange rate is in our favour and c) accommodation and food are generally cheaper there.

3) More inclusive

Some dedicated players would not be able to make the Scotland trip because of the personal saving required.  The committee agreed we should take overseas a group that contained as many of our dedicated players as possible, and that enabled the maximum number to participate.  

4) We have the contacts

With the contacts that we all have already, and the interest we know there is in Scottish fiddle as a result of the response to gigs by Australian players, we can begin to plot a tour.  A tour manager – Gill Winter of Flying Piglets – has expressed interest in helping us get a tour together.  

5) Can fit into school holidays – 17 September – 2 October 2005

A trip to NZ requires less recovery time and could be fit into two weeks – thus we could do all we want to during the holidays, which would make it more accessible to more people.  
Next steps

1. A sub-committee comprising Athalie, Louise, Sue and Ron has been set up. Please let any one of them know if you think any of our current supporters/donors should get an individual letter explaining our change of plans.
2. The sub-committee will report back at every monthly meeting, and plan fund-raising events.  Your suggestions are always welcome.

3. Judy will work with Gill Winter to line up the gigs. Your contacts in NZ would be very helpful.
Canberra report – from Judy

From the MSFC point of view, the NFF was fantastic...... the gigs were really big - well attended, great response from the crowd, and sold a stack of CDs in the shop (see CD report elsewhere in the newsletter).    Everyone who went seemed to have a great time, and to take advantage of all that was on offer.

· Those who went to the John Dipper workshops will be asked to teach a tune in June.

· The Scottish Ball was fun – we did well taking the first hour, and the sound was massive.  

· Our banner looked brilliant – thanks again to Geoff and everyone at Wilson's Lawyers for this support – it made a huge difference to our look to have the banner behind us.  If you want proof, take a look at the pictures taken by Pete and Shirley Dwyer at:

http://home.connexus.net.au/~peterdwyer/easter04/msfc.htm
 
· Our two gigs were really well attended and the visiting players - Geoff Jones (pipes), Jenny & Alex Legg  (voice and guitar), Helen Webby the NZ harpist – were really well received.  

· It was fantastic to have Helmut with us for the first time, as well as the guest players from Sydney, Canberra, and Tasmania. Our rhythm section did us proud as always, and there was not a dry eye in the house when Neil sang “Let me Die in My Footsteps”.

· Chris Duncan joined us at all gigs- a great honour and adding greatly to the sound.

· All in all, a fantastic trip to the National for the MSFC. Next year the groups want to do a combined effort again, so we won’t apply for the club separately, unless a project that Neil has in mind comes to fruition…..

Chris Duncan weekend in July

Your committee at time of writing had confirmed that we will bring Australia’s foremost Scottish fiddle master Chris Duncan to Melbourne over the 2nd weekend in July.  Details of the weekend are still being firmed, but please KEEP AS MUCH OF THE WEEKEND FREE AS YOU CAN. Chris will be with us for the entire day on Saturday and on Sunday until about 4.30. 

Tentative schedule (TBC) includes:

Saturday am
workshop for members of MSFC or NESSIE only – Strathspey styles and techniques (2 hours 10.30-12.30)

Saturday pm
open workshop publicized to fiddlers and folkies – Scottish jigs - how are they different (2 hours – 2.00pm – 4.00pm)

Saturday night
dinner and mass session at a sympathetic pub, with invited guests and dancers – potential fund-raiser for NZ05 

Sunday am

open workshop – Scottish reels – how to make them swing (2 hours?)

Sunday pm
our regular meeting, Chris to lead advanced group in more Strathspey techniques (90 minutes)

Venues and costs to non-members are yet to be finalized.  

Gigs update
Saturday June 12 – all day

National Celtic Festival at Portarlington – we perform only the Saturday and come back for our meeting on the Sunday 

BIG GROUP

$500 FEE CONFIRMED

Saturday July 17 – night

Loyal Orange Lodge at Box Hill Golf Club from 8.00pm – 9.30pm

Concert and some taught dancing

SMALL GROUP

$500 FEE CONFIRMED

Sunday August 15 - afternoon

Dance for Box Hill RSDS 

Play for dancing and some concert items

BIG GROUP

$500 likely earnings

Friday September 24 - night

Dandenong Ranges Folk Club at Olinda

BIG GROUP

$150 FEE CONFIRMED

Sunday October 10 – lunch time
Council of Clans Luncheon

6-8 players 20-30 mins

$200 FEE CONFIRMED

November 6-7-8  (tbc) – all weekend

Maldon Folk Festival

Gigs All weekend

BIG GROUP

No fee just tickets, food and billets

Saturday December 11 (tbc) - night

The Boite

Regular concert performance


BIG GROUP AND SMALL GROUP AND GUESTS

$300-400 Likely earnings
Next  recording project?

Subject to receipt of funding support from the City of Boroondara Cultural Grants program, we will be looking at a new recording to take with us to NZ, which could include a selection of tracks from the earlier CDs plus 4-6 new tracks – watch this space.  Applications for the grants close August 31st, and announcements are not until December, so the recording would need to happen around January-February 2005.

Gigs for 2005

It is proposed that in preparation for NZ05 we try for gigs at:
Port Fairy Folk Festival


March

Brunswick Folk Festival 


April

Concert for the City of Boroondara

June/July

Farewell concert at the Celtic Club

September

North East partner group formed

Congratulations from all of us to our good friends Kristen Arnold- Marriott and Di Gaylard-Alloway on the successful formation of NESSIE – North East Scottish Strings Ensemble.  They had had two meetings when we last spoke, both very fun and well attended, and they are planning concerts and more joint gatherings later in the year.  We’ll be inviting their members to take part in our special activities, including the Chris Duncan weekend in July.
Judy
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News from Pria in Scotland
Well, I'm in Scotland, and after just over three weeks in the UK have finally managed to convince myself that I'm not in a bad episode of the Bill or Ballykissangel (not that I watch those shows anyway...) every time I see a row of identical houses or a pub. And I think that I've finally convinced myself that I'm not actually in Melbourne anymore, which is probably a good thing, seeing as its around 20,000 kilometres away at the moment.

I did have a couple funny 'cultural experiences' in Ireland....one of them happening as I was walking home from a great session at around 4:30 in the morning ( don't worry, it was very safe and well lit, plus Mary told me off anyway!) and I met these guys who recognised my accent and instantly said "g’day mates throw another sheila on the barbie", or something along those lines. I think that's called the Alf Stewart/Neighbours effect. 

After trying briefly to convince them that we didn't speak like that they apologised and I made the mistake of replying with 'No worries', which set them right off again, so we ended up having this cultural cringe yelling match with them yelling out 'crikey mate' and me yelling out ' top of the morning to ye' etc etc. It was very silly but we were entertained. Doesn't take much.

I did eventually get the hang of the accent though, except for a couple of times spelling my name (though ANYONE could be forgiven for mucking that up!) where I would say 'I' and they thought I said 'A' and vice versa.


Northern Ireland (or England according to some) was very safe, only seven bomb scares in ten days, and only ONE of these was at the dancing. Still, we didn't know about any of them at the time, I guess they're so used to dealing with them that it's routine by now.  I gather that very few (if any) actually get detonated these days. 

So anyway I've got a little less than two weeks left in Scotland (mostly in Edinburgh, although I'm going to go to Glasgow for a few days and hopefully catch up with Melinda). Then it’s on to Canada!! 

I'm having a great time, but miss you all heaps!! Keep fiddling/dancing/ PRACTISING THE TIN WHISTLE/motorbiking/wearing that Burkha dad/appliquing (thanks Kate!)/being a goon (go gus!!) or all the above whilst juggling toasters if you feel brave enough!

heaps of love, Pria”

And a picture of the contract Louise made Pria sign before leaving:
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My top ten highlights of the National Folk Festival in Canberra

Ronald McCoy

A hundred people can go to a festival and have quite different experiences. So rather than write a report for the newsletter, I thought I would be honest and only talk about my experience and tell you my top 10 National Folk Festival highlights (not in any particular order except for the lat one).

1) Getting to meet and perform with so many top fiddlers and musicians from all around Australia who joined in the MSFC in our gigs – a fantastic and unexpected opportunity! Thanks Judy for getting this together.

2) Hearing and watching Chris Duncan play from point blank range. No more need be said.

3) Learning a couple of new Swedish tunes with the Finnish girls from Jepokryddona during an absolute ho-ro-gheallaidh* in the session bar on Saturday night (In case you don’t know this word, it’s an untranslatable Gaelic word combining the meanings of “knees up”, “hoe-down” and “absolutely mega-awesome ultra-sick hyper-fantastic time”, but without the slightest trace of any daggy-ness).

4) Being shown a different way of using the bow by the English fiddler John Dipper and changing my whole way of playing in 2 minutes (for the better I hope!). I can even play soft now.

5) Experiencing a camaraderie in the back row of fiddlers that the poor deprived front rowers could never be capable of comprehending (go Jennifer! go Gillian! go Pat!).

6) Not only hearing Colin MacLeod play a masterful rendition of the Laird O’Cockpen, but hearing him make his fiddle sound like boomerangs and howling dingoes during the Slim Dusty Memorial concert on the Saturday. I’m sure he was hoping that no one would spot him, but tough! You were sprung bad! And he is such a quiet chap normally…

7) Speaking of Slim, getting to listen to Joy McKean, his life long partner, in an hour and half session on his life and work and both of their places in Australian music history. I also learned about the central, yet underrated role that women play in the country music scene.

8) Seeing and hearing The Fagans sing together. Pure magic.

9) The Orange Blossom special duet by the Davidson Brothers. If you were in Canberra and didn’t see this, you really are a total loser. A bit harsh, you may say, but then the truth often is.

10) Best of all, being sponsored by the MSFC to be able to experience the Fiddle Master class and all of these once-in-a-lifetime events. Having never had the opportunity to learn music as a child, I have been a self taught adult and have never been sponsored for any music education in my life. So this was a first for me, and thankyou MSFC for making it so easy to learn, and to experience so much. THANKS!

Ronald

Giglet at Ringwood

The first hit out for the new look MSFC giglet hit-squad took place on 19 March at the Karralyka Centre in Ringwood, for a dinner function organised as part of the lead-up week for the Ringwood Highland Gathering.

We played two sets of 20 minutes, interspersed between other entertainment from the City of Ringwood (or is it Maroondah thee days?) Highland Pipe Band and the Victorian Scottish Highland Dance State Display Team.  Since the pipers marched in to a stirring march tune, we thought we’d do the same, so in we went as a line of fiddles on the move to the strains of the Atholl Highlanders – talk about versatile and adaptable!

We then put together some sets based on the material we are currently playing, including the Earl of Dalhousie/Miller o’ Hirn/Barrowburn, Flowers of Edinburgh, Memories of Father Angus MacDonnell and some others.  Our multi-instrumentalist, Kate O’Leary, on fiddle and flute did us proud again on the Mrs Patricia Gilmour flute solo.  For the best on the night, I thought the pick was our favourite Tom Anderson air Da Slockitt Light – just fiddles in unison – powerful and sensitive stuff.

All in all, a good test run for the small group to be able to get some great tunes together at short notice, play without dots and give a good tight sound.

Special thanks to Angus for being taxi driver to the masses.

Matthew

Fiddlestix, 88.3 Southern FM's folk music show, is moving to an earlier, more "user friendly", timeslot in order to accommodate all us ageing folkies who need to get their sleep.

From Thursday, April 29th, Fiddlestix will go to air at 8pm. For the moment it will be a leaner one hour format, but may expand into two hours in the future. So if you're in Melbourne, particularly the southern suburbs, tune in to 88.3 FM at 8pm for an eclectic mix of trad and 

contemporary music.

Fiddlestix - 88.3 Southern FM's folk & acoustic music show. Presented by Lloyd Brady, and broadcasting to Melbourne's southern suburbs
Thursdays 8pm
From the March issue of the Blarney Bulletin

YELP SONGWRITERS AWARD:
Gisborne Market
The March entrant in the 2004 Yelp Studio Songwriters Award comes from David Lanham and his tune Gisborne Market.

"Though titled Gisborne Market, this tune is in many ways a tribute to the Melbourne Scottish Fiddle Club. At a fairly early stage in the Club's history, musical director Judy Turner commented on the joy and spontaneity of our performances and my tune tries to reflect that assessment. The actual name of the tune was inspired by an article in one of the Club's newsletters by Bjorn Lemfors who lives in Gisborne. He invited fellow members of the Club to perform at one of the Gisborne market days as part of the Club's fund-raising activities. His description of the market was very alluring and in a way mirrored Judy's comment on the Club itself. Accordingly, the title reflects both Judy's comment and 

Bjorn's description."
To hear Gisborne Market
Gisborne Market was entered in the 2004 Melbourne Scottish Fiddle Club tune-writing competition and was awarded third prize. The tune may be played by the Club at the National Folk Festival in Canberra in April.
Former member Sharyn Watson sent this invitation to us. It has been edited a little:

Have been back at the Con here in Hobart for a little over a year now, it's been a very 

up and down time, crazy flatmates, crazy neighbours, crazy pets, crazy friends.  I've changed my major to contemporary voice
and am performing this Thursday night with some folk at Hadley's Hotel down here, we're doing an Aretha Franklin number, (I'm doing the solo, which should be interesting as I can still barely breathe and sound a bit like Macy Gray!).
Would love to be kept updated on all your adventures this year and will make it a priority to come and visit Melb and see you all again.  Please feel free to share this email with the group.............and if anyone's ever down this way and needs a very central place to crash, I can be contacted at home on 62316797.













CLUB CONTACTS





The club meets at 2.00 PM  on the second Sunday of the month at St Aidan’s church hall in Duggan St, North Balwyn.





Anyone who wants to find out more about


the club can contact:





Musical Director - Judy on 9893 6332 or � HYPERLINK "mailto:tellingtales@bigpond.com" ��tellingtales@bigpond.com� 





President - Matthew on 9484 8076  or � HYPERLINK "mailto:matt.madonna@bigpond.com" ��matt.madonna@bigpond.com�  





Secretary (and daughter) -  Louise or Pria 


on 9758 4486 or at � HYPERLINK "mailto:ask@netspace.com.au" ��ask@netspace.com.au� 





Gig Manager/CD sales - Sue on 9481 7268  or � HYPERLINK "mailto:sdarbyoleary@hotmail.com" ��sdarbyoleary@hotmail.com� 





Music Library – Bjorn Lemfors 


5428 1694 or lemfors@hotkey.net.au





Newsletter Editor - Michael on 9387 7334 or � HYPERLINK "mailto:mkilpatr@optushome.com.au" ��mkilpatr@optusnet.com.au�
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