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HEY YOU!!
PAY UP!!
Or, to put it more politely, annual subs are due.

Please be ready to pay at the March meeting.

$30   Youth/Concession
$50   Adult
$70   Family
Jack’s Tas Report Just Missed the Last Edition. Here it is:
The Celtic Summer School in Tasmania was great fun, and thankyou to the committee for my award and this new initiative.

The School is at Weindorfers, in Gowrie Park, 1 hour from Cradle Mountain. Around 70 people from all over the country age eight to eighty-something attended the school this year, taking part in Scottish or Irish Fiddle Classes, Piping Classes, or in the Celtic Techniques Class. Those who were just along for the ride went on outings each day. After every tune-full day all sat together for a three course meal, followed by lively sessions, and little sleep.

It was a privilege to be in the Scottish Fiddle class with Chris Duncan. Around 15 of us learnt something like 8 tunes (a march, a jig, 2 reels, 3 strathspeys and a hornpipe in e flat!!) and a lot about playing the fiddle in general.

The School also includes activities like the slow jam each evening, bushwalks early in the morning, tai-chi classes and massages.

At the end of the week, the different classes played their tunes to each other, and all had a massive barbecue before leaving.

The overall hospitality of the whole event is fantastic, and I caught up with friends and made many new ones. Highlights of the School would include catching a limo from Launceston airport into town (because it was cheaper than the shuttle), the food, the sessions, the classes, and the entire week in general.
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The Summer School is really for any Celtic musician or enthusiast. Congratulations and thanks to Beth and Mike (the organisers) who did a fantastic job. It’s a fun-packed experience, ask anyone who has been, and I recommend it to everyone out there. A big thank you to Judy and Neil too.

Jack
And………

David Lanham’s Lake School Report also just missed the last edition.

The Lake School at Koroit January 4-10, 2004

This was the third occasion that I have been to the Lake School .As always it proved to be an exhilarating experience. The programme allowed time for workshops in one’s chosen instrument and a whole range of supplementary workshops, such as singing, song-writing, dancing, ceilidh band, and activities for children.

I attended intermediate and advanced fiddle workshops, inspiringly led by Sean Keenan and Ewen Baker. The intermediate and advanced groups were originally intended to be separate, but for various reasons they were partly merged, and most of us attended both classes. As with the other instrumental groups our efforts culminated in performance at the Lake School concert, a performance received with enthusiasm by all. However a small band of judges of unusual evaluative skills bestowed poor marks on all performers except for the group in which the chief judge took part. This group enjoyed scores aggregating well over 100%.

Further fiddling opportunities were presented by the Ceilidh band skilfully led by Caoilte O’Suilleabhain. Other MSFC members in the band were Lyn Ansell, who also danced at the Ceilidhs, Bjorn Lemfors, Ron McCoy and Ron Milligan. The workshops introduced us to some more tunes and the performances to the chance of playing publicly at high speed. I was grateful for Pria’s MSFC class on speed playing to get me through some of the faster numbers, and to Bjorn for our tune practices in the garden of the Olde Courthouse Inn. Then there were the sessions which gave me scope to exercise fiddle and voice. Also Ron McCoy impressed everyone with his very fast singing in Gaelic.

Which brings me to singing and song writing. I have been part of Maria Forde’s singing class every year I have been to the Lake School, and as always it was one of the high points of the week. Singing with Maria is always a real delight.  In addition this year for the first time, I went to the song-writers’ workshop. This was a challenging and stimulating experience for the students and a superb achievement by the tutor, Dennis O’Keefe. He saw 18 mainly first time apprentices through from tentative aspiration to public performance in just a few days. The songs, performed at the song-writers concert at the Killarney Pub, ranged from touchingly beautiful to high comedy and were without exception greeted with wild applause by the audience. This was especially true of Ron Milligan’s performance of his song about Australians’ tendency to celebrate failure. My own song was called “The Melbourne Scottish Fiddle Club”. The lyrics and arrangement are set out below.

This report is selective and subjective and is not the place for a review of all the magnificent aspects of the Lake School. But I would like to pay special tribute to the chief organizer, Felix Meagher. In addition to the background organization, he seemed to be everywhere during the week, participating in the music or handling administrative matters. I thank him for the key role he plays in making the Lake School so unforgettable.

The Melbourne Scottish Fiddle Club       By David Lanham

In Melbourne Town a fiddle club plays Celtic music bright

It makes you want to tap your feet when played by day or night

They play at many a festival ,they play without a care

Their tunes are full of joy and fun with rhythm and with flair.

CHORUS-                                                                            And in this way the folk ensure that  Celtic music lives

Joy or consolation that the spirit of music gives

For music is the binding force whose power will never cease

To raise the heart to flights of joy  or bring the soul to peace

[HALF VERSE INSTRUMENTAL]

To share their music with the world they’ve made some fine CDs

To play in boats on rivers or to play amongst the trees

And there are tunes for everyone, some fast and others slow 

To spread a share of happiness wherever they may flow.

[CHORUS]

[CHORUS]
David
Now, From Judy:

No meeting on Easter Sunday April 11th!

April will mean a holiday for club members not coming to Canberra this year.

Jamie McLellan Workshop – don’t miss out!!

Don’t forget this marvellous opportunity to learn from another visiting master of Scottish fiddle - Jamie from the Emily Smith band gives a workshop THIS WEDNESDAY!! 

Cost:

$15

Venue:
Westgarth Primary School Music Room

Date:

Wednesday 10 March

Time:

7.00pm – 8.30pm

Bookings:
Not essential for members, just show up. 

Meeting format 2004

After much discussion on both sides of the Tasman your musical directors decided that the time had come to run at least part of our monthly meetings separated into two groups.  To this end we will be inviting more guest teachers in 2004, to enable the two groups to function simultaneously, and asking people to self select into one of two groups:

1. MEDIUM - MORE ADVANCED: in the main room with piano

2. LESS ADVANCED - BEGINNER: in the smaller room

You should use your own perception of your speed at picking up tunes by ear as the main guide to which group you belong in. Please ask Matt, Judy or Pria if you need help deciding.  The new format was trialled at the Feb meeting, see below……

February 2004 Meeting – a trial of the two group idea

This was deemed highly successful by those present and by Pria and Judy, the two group leaders on the day – do feel free to give your feed-back on the new format, particularly if it’s not working for you – until told otherwise we will assume the two group idea will work better for more people and keep it up.  Some ideas for 2004 appear below – a lot are yet to be confirmed:

	Month
	More advanced
	Less advanced

	May
	Finding a better harmony line – led by 

Matt (tbc)
	One tune by ear; Tricks for remembering a tune

	June
	Producing a better tone from your fiddle

Judy
	One tune by ear; Tricks for playing better in tune

	July
	Strathspey bowing tricks

Chris Duncan

Master class idea- people have their playing analysed!

Chris Duncan
	One tune from a CD;

One set- making the joins from one feel to another

	August
	Reel rhythms for your bow

Sarah
	One tune from a CD;

One set – changing keys

	September
	Learning from the Dancers

Matt
	tbc

	October
	Learning from the Americans 

Pria
	tbc

	November
	Tune writing can help your playing

Judy
	tbc


March Meeting plan:
To allow for the monster of the NFF appearance in April, we will divide into two different groups this time, namely:

1. NFF players – led by Judy and Matt

2. Non-NFF players – led by Pria

Pria will run the non-NFF group in the smaller room, focusing on getting more rhythm into your playing by using your feet – some dance steps will be taught!!

2.00-3.15
Matt and Judy will run the NFF group in the bigger room, focusing on repertoire for the Ball and the concert 

3.15-3.45 
Afternoon Tea – bring something to share as usual

3.45 – 4.45 
Combined session focusing on Gisborne Market (D.Lanham) and Merika’s Shuffle (C.Sbarrato) tunes by our own members featured in the 2003 tune writing competition.

4.45-5.00
Session round the piano if we have the energy
Busking at the Ringwood Highland Games

We are invited to send any number of players to the Ringwood Highland games on Sunday March 28 – see the gig chart below.  Jack and Shannon will be asked to co-ordinate. Venue is Jubilee Park Ringwood- the Russell Lucas Oval – any time between 10.00am and 4.00pm.

Gigs planned or under discussion for 2004
	DATE
	WHERE
	WHAT
	WHEN
	WHO
	HOW MUCH
	CONTACT PERSON

	March 19

	Ringwood Highland Games Ball – Karalaika Centre 

	Perform 2 x 5 mins inside and same outside
	Night – arrive at 6.30pm
	Small
	$150 plus*
	Judy or Jack

	March 27-28

	Ringwood Highland Games
	Busk at any time and sell CDs
	At our convenience
	Small
	$0

plus*
	Jack or Shannon

	April 9-12
	National Folk Festival
	Perform; perform at Ball
	tba
	Big
	$500

plus*
	Sue

	May 28
	Dandenong Ranges Folk Club
	Perform, possibly teach
	Night
	Big
	$150 plus*
	Judy

	July 10
	Concert with Chris Duncan tbc
	Perform
	Night
	Small
	?
	Judy

	August 23 (tbc)
	Dance for Box Hill RSDS
	Play for dancing
	Afternoon
	Big
	Est $4-500
	Matt

	November long weekend (tbc)
	Maldon Folk Festival
	Gigs
	All weekend
	Big 
	?
	Sue?

	November 26 (tbc)
	Boite
	Perform
	Night
	Big and Small
	Est $3-400 plus*
	Judy


Plus* = plus sales
The National Folk Festival 2004 – Easter Friday to Easter Monday

· Remaining rehearsals: Wednesday March 24th & Thursday April 1st, at Westagarth PS from 7.00pm- 9.00pm, then Friday April 9, in Canberra at 3.00pm – meet at the back of the session bar – please advise players form other states who will be joining us if they are your contacts!!
· Gigs – Scottish Ball on Friday night – you will need to be in Canberra for a practice in the afternoon of Good Friday.  Workshop on Saturday afternoon and concert at 1.00pm on Monday in the Budawang – our only big gig so BE THERE!!!

· Your responsibility is to learn the tunes by heart – NO DOTS at the NFF this year

· You must attend AT LEAST THREE rehearsals (can include one meeting) to be eligible for inclusion on the MSFC list at the National Festival – no practice no free ticket!!!

· Guests – will include Geoff Jones (piper) and a box player (to be confirmed).  Also invited is Helen Webby, fabulous harper from NZ, who is yet to confirm.

· Set List – is attached. 

Set List for The NFF Budawang Concert - note one addition!!

	Performance  sets Budawang Monday 1.00pm
	FEATURING
	TYPE

	Earl of Dalhousie (D); Miller o’ Hirn (D); Barrowburn (D)


	Solo on strathspey only  (Chris Duncan)
	MSR

	Spin n Glow (G); Jump at the Sun (Dm); Lisa’s (G)


	Box solo (Helmut)
	JIGS

	Let me Die in my Footsteps (G)


	Neil vocal
	SONG

	Blue Bonnets (A), 
Road to Banff, 
Mill timber
	Chris Duncan solo

Judy solo

Jack solo
	SLOW JIGS

	Teenagers set – everyone go nuts
	
	REELS

	Jock O Hazeldene (D)
	Jenny solo
	SONG

	Brigid’s Waltz
	Harp solo – Helen Webby

Flute solo - Winnie
	SLOW

	Tam Lin (Dm); Tam Lin (Am); Brenda (Am)


	Judy solo 1st Tam Lin only;

Small group led by Chris Duncan on 1st Brenda
	REELS WITH SLOW START

	Flowers (G); Williafiord (D); Spootiskerry (G); Atholl Highlanders (A)


	Pipes solo (Geoff)
	REELS



Extras
Bjorn sent me the current list of tunes in the MSFC library.  It is an Excel spreadsheet and accompanies this newsletter.  You can only open it if you have Microsoft Excel or a compatible spreadsheet program.  As you scroll through it, pause and think how much work was involved in preparing such a list.
Because of the size of this month’s newsletter, it isn’t possible to send Bjorn’s list to those of you who receive it by snail mail – it won’t all fit in the envelope. There will be hard copies available at the March meeting.

Matthew has also provided the list of tunes for the ball at the NFF, which follows on the next page.

Matt’s List
	Definite DANCE TUNE SETS NFF 2004
	THE DANCE

	1  Drunken Piper (Am)

Islay Rant (Am)

MacArthur’s Road (D)

MacArthur’s Road (E)
	Reel of the 51st Division

8x32 bar Reel  Played 11 22 33 44

(Could also do 11 22 3 4 11)

	2 Laird of Cockpen (Gm)

Parson in Boots (G)

Barley Cakes (G-modal)


	Lady Catherine Bruce’s Reel

8x32 bar Jig
Play 11 22 33 11; Each tune AABB

	3 The Smith’s a Gallant Fireman (D)

Miss Lyall (Am)

Earl Grey (A)
	Macdonald of the Isles

3x32 bar Strathspey
Play 1 2 3; Each tune ABAB

	4 Australian Ladies (D)

Duke of Fife’s Welcome (A) (x2 = 64 bars)
Lovat Scouts (A)


	Australian Ladies

8x32 Bar Reel; Play 1 2 3 1

Each tune=64 bars ABCD with repeats

	5 Iron Man (A)

Blin’ Jamie (D)

Iron Man (A)
	Prince Rupert’s Fancy

3x32 bar Strathspey; Play 1 2 1; Each tune ABAB

	6 Atholl Highlanders

(x4)

Possible option: shift to Bb for last whole time through with highland pipes
	Duke of Atholl’s Reel

8x32 bar Jig;

Play 4-part tune x4 with all repeats

(Build up from solo fiddle, small group, big group, all in again)














CLUB CONTACTS





The club meets at 2.00 PM  on the second Sunday of the month at St Aidan’s church hall in Duggan St, North Balwyn.





Anyone who wants to find out more about the club can contact:





Musical Director - Judy on 9893 6332 or � HYPERLINK "mailto:tellingtales@bigpond.com" ��tellingtales@bigpond.com� 





President - Matthew on 98171246 or � HYPERLINK "mailto:matt.madonna@bigpond.com" ��matt.madonna@bigpond.com�  





Secretary (and daughter) -  Louise or Pria 


on 9758 4486 or at � HYPERLINK "mailto:ask@netspace.com.au" ��ask@netspace.com.au� 





Gig Manager/CD sales - Sue on 9481 7268  or � HYPERLINK "mailto:sdarbyoleary@hotmail.com" ��sdarbyoleary@hotmail.com� 





Newsletter Editor - Michael on 9387 7334 or � HYPERLINK "mailto:mkilpatr@optushome.com.au" ��mkilpatr@optusnet.com.au�
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