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OK, here it is, the last newsletter for 2003:

From Judy:

December meeting format – starting at 1.00pm

See the separate page invitation attached to this newsletter – please pass to fiddlers you know who might be interested.

URGENTISSIMO!!! RAFFLE BOOKS DUE BACK DECEMBER 19TH

Most people have books of tickets - please make sure you get the stubs and money ($20 per book) back at the meeting.  If you can’t come then, either come in person on December 19th to the Brunswick East Hotel in Lygon Street, where New Dogs Old Tricks (featuring Neil, Judy, Pria, Gus and Bruce Packard) are the act for the Melbourne Folk Club’s 2003 break-up OR mail them to Judy Turner, 18 Norris Court Blackburn to arrive NO LATER THAN DECEMBER 18TH.  These people are listed as having ticket books:

Margaret W: 2; Rodney:1 ; Ken McAlpine:1; Athalie: 2; Tom Loewe: 1; Ray: 1; Steve: 1; Kirsten: 1; Nola: 1; Trish: 1; Pat:2; Jenny: 1; Michael: 1; Ron: 2; Barabara:2; Jim:1; Jack:2; Hingstons:2; Bjorn:4; Pria:2: Bruce Packard:1.

Boite Report

Our final concert for 2003 went very well, with a small but enthusiastic crowd being treated to a feast of music.  Our players were joined by ace piper Geoff Jones and our marvellous accordionist Helmut Lopaczuk, as well as singer Jenny Legg who performed with us for the first but we hope not the last time.  Alex Legg did a great bracket and left people wanting more, as did the Neil and Judy group “New Dogs Old Tricks”.  Highlights of the evening included a beautiful rendition of Let Me Die in My Footsteps by Neil and the group, and a splendid finale with both Kate and Pria getting up to dance.

Tune Writing Competition – you are the judges!

We have five entries only this year from members, and will choose a first and second – they will all be played at the meeting next Sunday.

When casting your vote please consider:

· playability 

· enjoyability

· feel

· originality

The National Folk Festival 2004 – get ready to rock Canberra!

It’s official - we have been offered the gig – some concert spots and all or part (we hope the latter) of the Annual Scottish Ball.  Matt is doing a sterling effort getting people from around the country to contribute to the Ball. Set aside Easter 2004 (8-12 April) and start thinking about whether you might be able to spare the time to attend the school prior to the festival, too – we will do our usual thing of subsidizing some players, both adults and youngsters, to go to the school. The teachers for fiddle in 2004 will be:

English Fiddle with John Dipper - a young fiddle player at the forefront of the revival of English traditional music. His classes will cover creative interpretation of manuscript, showing how old tunes can be brought back to life and given a new relevance as well as techniques to make your instrument work for you.

Irish Fiddle with Sean Doherty - Originally from Co. Sligo in Ireland, Sean Doherty is now based in Perth and has been teaching Irish music there with a local branch of Comhaltas Ceoltóirí Eireann for many years. He is highly regarded as an inspiring teacher of Irish music both in the Sligo style and more general Irish styles. He will also be covering the skills of teaching traditional music, encouraging passing on the tradition.
Garage Sale report

The garage sale took place on December 6th at Judy and Neil’s place and was pretty much a fizzer – after costs we made about $60!!  Definitely not worth the effort without really high quality stuff to sell.
2003 Tunes you might like to brush up for the session in December 

Franks Reel 

Maid Behind the Bar 

Maudabawn Chapel 

Brenda Stubberts

Tam Lin

Cape Breton Welcome to the Shetland Islands

Blue Bonnets

Road to Banff

Mill Timber Jig

Earl of Dalhousie

Miller o Hirn

Barrowburn Reel

Killiekrankie

Michael’s Mazurka

Andy Renwik’s Ferret

Anna Wendy’s Jig

	CLUB CONTACTS

The club meets at 2.00 PM  on the second Sunday of the month at St Aidan’s church hall in Duggan St, North Balwyn.

Anyone who wants to find out more about the club can contact:

Musical Director - Judy on 9893 6332 or tellingtales@bigpond.com 

President - Matthew on 98171246 or matt.madonna@bigpond.com  

Secretary (and daughter) -  Louise or Pria 

on 9758 4486 or at ask@netspace.com.au 

Gig Manager/CD sales - Sue on 9481 7268  or sdarbyoleary@hotmail.com 

Newsletter Editor/website - Michael on 9387 7334 or mkilpatr@optusnet.com.au


Remaining Meeting Dates for 2003 
December
14th – includes Tune Writing Competition
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MSFC Xmas Meeting 2003

Sunday 14 December

St Aidan’s Church Duggan Street North Balwyn

1.00pm
Pot luck lunch – bring something lunch-like to share – please include serving implements

2.00pm
Session – part one – the best tunes of 2003-

3.00pm
2004 Tune Writing Competition – you be the judge – awards presented including:


1st – free membership

2nd – free MSFC sweatshirt

3.30pm 
Arvo tea – bring something cake-like to share

4.00pm
Director’s Awards presented including:

· Young player – subsidy for trip to Music under the Mountains

· Adult Player – voucher to Celtic Southern Cross for 5 x best of Scottish fiddle CDs


4.15pm
Session –part two – best tunes of all time!

Happy Xmas, Channukah, New Year etc etc to one and all, have a great break in January, see you at our February meeting.
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