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From Judy:

Committee meeting – November 9 before the monthly meeting at 1.00pm sharp

Please be there if you are a member or would like to become one.  A big welcome to our new PR Manager, Ronald McCoy, who will be helping out with promotion for the club, and has already done a great job in Scotland.  (Issues include Geelong Highland Games 2004, raffle, prizes for tune comp, prizes for Director’s Awards)

Our Biggest Gig of the Year still to Come!!!

Please tell everyone about the upcoming MSFC gig in Melbourne at The Boite – Mark Street Hall, Fitzroy  – on Friday 28 November- very close to St Andrew’s Day.  We’d love to have a big crowd there and it would help if you  could all copy the attached flyer and distribute to friends.  We’ll be selling our raffle tickets there and it would be great to invite all your friends and family who are yet to see us play.

Rehearsals for the Boite Gig – you must make two or call Judy with a really valid excuse – 9893 6332

Thursday 6th
7pm

Westgarth Primary, Clark Street Northcote

Wednesday 12th 7pm
as above

Thursday 20th 7pm

as above

Wednesday 26th 7pm  
as above

Camberwell Market provides a great start to our S05 fundraising!

An intrepid crowd of fiddlers, led by Louise S-K, braved the elements on Sunday 2 November to set up at the Camberwell Trash n Treasure market – profit a clear $800, and that on a dull and rain swept day.  We are very optimistic about further such outings – thanks to Louise for all her work
We still need your junk!

We had such fun and so much good stuff left over we decided to hold a garage sale at Judy and Neil’s place in Blackburn before the end of the year- bring you boxes of junk along to the November meeting or drop them off in the car port at 18 Norris Court Blackburn, NO LATER THAN FRIDAY NOVEMBER 21ST!

Tunes for November Meeting

Franks Reel – by John McCusker – in D

Maid Behind the Bar – trad. reel in D

*Maudabawn Chapel – reel in G

Revise from recent meetings:

(Brenda Stubberts

(Tam Lin

(Cape Breton Welcome to the Shetland Islands- Willi Hunter

(Blue Bonnets

(Road to Banff

(Mill Timber Jig

(Earl of Dalhousie

(Miller o Hirn

(Barrowburn Reel

Raffle 

Be ready to take books to sell tickets for our small Xmas raffle – target is to sell 500 tickets at $2 each.  They will be in books of 10 – please put your name down for at least two books!!  Books will be given out at the November meeting and raffle will be drawn at the Melbourne Folk Club on December 19.

Looking good for Scotland 05

Our roving reporter Ronald McCoy will tell us all about the great response he got to our news release and CD and the news of our upcoming tour, when he was recently in Scotland.  We’ve also heard again from Anna-Wendy Stevenson, of Fine Friday, and Alistair McCullough, of the Ayrshire fiddlers, and both are very keen to help us get the tour happening.

Tune Writing Competition - THIS TIME ONLY OPEN TO CLUB MEMBERS

This year as usual we will hold it in December at our regular break-up meeting HOWEVER – there will be a couple of changes.  The selectors (JT, Neil and one other) will short-list from among the entries, and only the short-listed tunes will be played.  We will not bring in outside judges this time, YOU will be the judges. 

Conditions/Rules:

1. Must be your own unpublished and unrecorded work

2. Must be a jig, reel, march, hornpipe  or strathspey

3. Must be submitted on tape OR in writing no later than 30 November 2003 – you can mail or email to Neil Adam at: 18 Norris Court Blackburn or tellingtales@bigpond.com
4. Only two tunes maximum per person

5. Please send a copy with no name on it, but include your name elsewhere in the message/letter

6. All tunes received will be copied and circulated so people can try them again in their own time.

Selection Criteria for shortlisting: 

playability, enjoyability, feel, originality

Get writing folks, there’s only three weeks till deadline!!

Director’s Award

This is a new idea for 2003 – making an annual award to one young fiddler who shows extra promise AND (at the suggestion of our great committee) one adult fiddler who shows extra determination. Both awards will be presented at the December meeting, along with the competition tunes. Prizes for this and tune writing competition will be agreed by the committee in November and announced in December newsletter.

Judy

QUILT RAFFLE

A big thank you to Gillian Nicholson for her donation of fabric for the quilt to be raffled.

Also thanks to those people who have offered to help in some way – the plan is to get together in January sometime for a working bee and sew the quilt blocks, then join them into a quilt. 

If any others are interested, please tell me either at a Scottish Fiddle meeting or on 9481 7268. Thanks, Sue.

Revenge for Skibbereen!
Local festival favourites Skibbereen have virtually taken the coals to Newcastle - in August they performed at the Ard Eoin Fleadh (Ardoyne festival) with local Belfast favourites Durkin and the renowned Wolfe Tones.

"I have never seen so much engineering equipment in my life," said Skibbereen's gentleman Jim Llewellyn, "it was just bloody magic.  Once we had done our sound checks, we had just enough time to race home, get changed and have a celebratory drink of whiskey to help with the nerves.  But believe me, as nervous as we all were, it was our best gig.  We all played so well, and later we had drinks and a chat with the boys (Wolfe Tones).  What a buzz!"

To see Skibbereen and the Wolfe Tones together, go to: www.blarneybulletin.com

A series of gigs and sessions eventually brought the band down to its namesake - Skibbereen, where they celebrated Patrick Buckley's birthday with another great session in a local pub.


"What can I say," Jim said, "the trip was unbelievable, the people were great, and the gigs and the sessions were fantastic.  I will cherish the memories, the laughs and meeting some great people for the rest of my life.  We have been asked back, and if finances allow, we will be jetting off again next year ... Can't wait!"
Calling all song and tune writers 

If you have an original unpublished song or tune that you want to share with the world, contact the Blarney Bulletin at   <macca@mypostbox.com>  or 0411 135 418.
SONGWRITERS:
Your Hands


Ron Milligan enjoyed much success with one of his first songs, Listen, Listen, winning the prestigious Port Fairy Folk Festival Song of Tolerance award in 2002. With Your Hands, Ron pays tribute to the unsung worker's of Australia - so it's not a song likely to reach the playlist in the Tony Abbott household.
Your Hands is performed here by Adam Burke - formerly of the Mongolian Fishmongers and now with the CornHuskers.
* To hear (& download) Your Hands go to:  www.blarneybulletin.
Note the attached flyer for the recital by Catherine Fraser and Duncan Smith on Sunday 16/11.  They are offering free admission for one or two fiddle club members who are willing to take money at the door (and give it to Catherine and Duncan) or sell CD’s

	CLUB CONTACTS

The club meets at 2.00 PM  on the second Sunday of the month at St Aidan’s church hall in Duggan St, North Balwyn.

Anyone who wants to find out more about the club can contact:

Musical Director - Judy on 9893 6332 or tellingtales@bigpond.com 

President - Matthew on 98171246 or matt.madonna@bigpond.com  

Secretary (and daughter) -  Louise or Pria 

on 9758 4486 or at ask@netspace.com.au 

Gig Manager/CD sales - Sue on 9481 7268  or sdarbyoleary@hotmail.com 

Newsletter Editor/website - Michael on 9387 7334 or mkilpatr@optusnet.com.au


Remaining Meeting Dates for 2003 November
9th
December
14th – includes Tune Writing Competition
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a delightful musical journey

as we explore

The Art of the Scottish Fiddle

with

Catherine Fraser fiddle

and

Duncan Smith  piano
in a recital of traditional and contemporary music 

from Scotland and beyond 
Sunday November 16 at 3 p.m.

in the beautiful ballroom of

“Armagh” 226 Kooyong Road, Toorak

(Melways 59 A3)

This will be Catherine and Duncan’s first Melbourne concert since the release of their internationally acclaimed CD “Presence” – described by the Canberra Times as “hauntingly beautiful”. Since their concert debut in 2002 they have been captivating audiences throughout Australia and New Zealand with performances that are emotionally rich and musically diverse They will take you on a memorable journey, exploring everything from toe-tapping reels to the most haunting of Gaelic airs, from ancient traditional tunes to contemporary and original works.
Admission $10 at the door
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