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Don’t forget the Annual General Meeting to be held during the normal May monthly meeting, from 3.30 for about 10 minutes only.
Luckily some gallant members have stepped forward and we have 4 new volunteers for the committee:Bjorn & Catriona Lemfors, Nola & Ian Thompson. Others can nominate on the day, too. Positions will be confirmed at the AGM, to happen at the middle of the May meeting (it’ll be quick, we promise).

Beginner workshops (held before the regular fiddle club meetings) are starting up again this month, as people who attended the last few said they found them helpful.  Anyone is welcome to come, and we’ll be brushing up on basic fiddle and violin techniques, and also working on fiddle club tunes that people are having trouble with. So feel free to come along at 12:45 at St Aidan’s (the regular venue). Cost is $5.

PS. If there is anything in particular you’d like to work on, send me an email (ask@netspace.com.au) or let me know at the meeting. 

Pria.

NOTE 1: New monthly meeting format – as agreed by the committee!

1.00pm -2.00pm
Beginner lesson - with Pria S-K - you pay $5 per session for the privilege

2.00pm -3.30pm
New Tunes  - one by ear - with Judy

3.30pm -4.00pm
Arvo tea and announcements

4.00pm - 4.45pm
Group work - beginners with Judy; medium players with someone and fast players with someone else (this will vary depending on who is available)

4.45 - 500pmish
All in round the piano - going over stuff from earlier sessions – your chance to pull out your favourite tunes and have others follow your lead

NOTE 2: New feature- advance notice of tunes for this month – from Judy, musical director
OK, OK, I give in - after pressure from everyone I have decided to give you a week’s notice of the new tunes, but will still intend to teach one entirely by ear.  This month, May 2003, we will look at

Crossing the Minch - a pipe marchy-reel and session standard – old favourite
Lord Lovatt’s Strathspey - taught at Anna-Wendy’s workshop – 2nd chance

Anna Wendy’s Jig – by Simon Bradley if Judy can get the dots – entirely new by ear tune

We will also revisit these tunes from last month

· Brenda Stubbert’s Reel

· Blue Bonnets - slow jig

· Mill Timber Jig - slow jig

 “A profitable Easter!”

The Melbourne Scottish Fiddle Club recorded a healthy amount of sales over the Easter period. We sold a total of 30 Reel Cool CD’s and 14 Red Hot Scots CDs during this time, as well as 8 of each of the tune books. There have also been a number of enquiries about both the CD and the tune books since then.

For the interest of club members, the list below details the split of sales:

Sales at Festival Shop                $475.23 

(actually $615 in sales but obviously taxes, GST and festival took some)


Sales after Budawang gig            $350

Sales after Marquee gig               $275

Sunday rehearsal sales                 $ 65

Cash sales – other                        $ 20

There are plenty of reel cool booklets still available, and we are in the process of printing more Red Hot Scots tune books.

Sue
Port Arlington News - next big gig June 7- 9

Phew! Just when you thought it was safe to sit back and relax, we have been invited to play at the National Celtic Festival which we have done many times before, at the original location of Geelong.  In fact it was at this festival the idea for the club was born in 1995, and that we had our first gig, 1996. It’s an annual chance for our loyal Geelong members to play close to home, and to invite their friends along. We’ll be performing on the Saturday and Sunday, and those who can will be invited to be part of the National Celtic Festival Fiddle Orchestra performance on the Monday.Check out the festival at http://users.pipeline.com.au/celtic/festival.html.
The festival committee are organising billets for as many as they can, but we will need to prevail on some Geelong members to put some of us up too, if possible.  There will be two rehearsals - you must make one, and please try to make both:

Wednesday 21 May   Westgarth PS, Clark St Northcote7.00-9.00pm

Thursday 29 May      Westgarth PS, Clark St Northcote7.00-9.00pm

COMPLETE & RETURN  (BY MAY 11.

Portarlington Celtic Festival - June 7- 9

Name (s): ____________________________

Email address:_______________________

Phone:____________________________

Not coming
   Might come  
Probably coming
    Definitely coming   
Arriving on Friday night    OR Saturday morning (by 10.00am) 
Staying until Sunday   OR Monday  
Need a billet   OR will arrange own accommodation 
Can provide beds in the area for ______ people

Can give a lift to _____________ players

Thanks to Sue O’Leary

Special thanks go to Sue for the fantastic job she has been doing with production and sale of our books, and managing the CD sales too.  We have been doing well with sales at the festivals and orders continue to come in steadily - without Sue and the support of the whole O’Leary family, we wouldn’t be in nearly such good shape nor would so many people out there be listening to and playing our music. Also thanks to Ken (better-late-than-never) McAlpine who has helped out with the book production too - go Macca! 

A Selection of Personal Highlights From the National Folk Festival – Easter 2003:
Lyn Ansell: The highlights for me were playing at the Scottish ball and concerts. I enjoyed playing on stage while the dancers were dancing. The sound and atmosphere were exciting. 

The Swedish fiddle workshop given by Grey Larsen was excellent. He taught two tunes by ear playing on two strings. When people could play the tune, he asked for a volunteer to play while he played a harmony also on two strings. One of the volunteers was Angus. The final sound with everyone playing was beautiful.

The Cape Breton Stepdancing workshop given by Jennifer Strutt was also excellent.

Clive Jowsey: We loved the “Stairway to Heaven” final because the MSFC sounded absolutely amazing with the lugubrious voice of Chris Dreever and the wonderfully weird sound of that secret weapon played with bulging biceps by Judy.  There was the drama of waiting for Chris to dash in just before the start and the strange and frankly bizarre versions of that song all made the festival end on a happy note.  The vision of those Morris dancers leaping to a Led Zeppelin song still haunts me.

My daughter and I have become followers of the bluegrass cult after watching “Bluegrass Parkway”, Appalachian clog-dancing no longer holds any fears for us and belly-dancing is now the new passion of the 9 year old girl.

Oliver the 14 year old fiddler had a brilliant time learning English fiddling with Nancy Kerr, Asturian fiddling with Simon Bradley and even went to a Klezmer workshop. The National is a great experience for all the family; we sampled many different varieties of music and were extremely proud “fiddle parents”.  The MSFC has a great family atmosphere and the sound just gets better and better.

Ken McAlpine: Highlight for me was the fabulous acoustic sessions which ran 24 hours a day featuring a number of different styles ranging from "Old Timey" to many of the Celtic styles of music. Judy and others led a high energy demonstration of essentially Scottish music which attracted the hoards (including dancers) and engendered much merriment for those lucky to be within earshot.  
Michael Kilpatrick: Playing highlight was the continued improvement in the standard of our playing. We often used to start and/or change tunes tentatively.  Now we have 30 people who can’t wait to nail that first note.  Listening highlights was Taikoz, the Australian based Japanese style drumming group. They were visually spectacular and the sound is awesome. Not sure about that shrill little flute though.

Judy Turner: 1) Session Bar, Sunday night to Monday morning, post Scottish Ball - members of the MSFC gathered a great group of others around them, and jammed with some really energetic step dancers - the excitement and fun in the air was palpable (look it up kids!).  Got going like the best sessions do, and the hours flew by, till Anna Wendy joined us about 3.30 - she and Pria were seen staggering off to bed about 5…… that’s what we go back to the national for every year. 2) Stairway to Heaven Heat - Chris and the audience - love at first sight - the whole atmosphere of a room full of people ready to laugh and all on your side- magic! 3) Peace Concert - I had shivers down my spine and saw tears running down faces in the audience as we played the two Dylan songs.

STOP PRESS – Aberdeen Scottish Fiddle Orchestra visits Melbourne
Word has it a group of this name – which may even be the Legendary Scottish Fiddle Orchestra (http://www.sfo.org.uk/links.htm) – will visit Melbourne between 7 and 11 July, with a concert at the Dallas Brooks on 9 July.  We will provide more news and perhaps arrange a group booking when tickets are available – watch this space.

Fiddle Links
Have a look at this:
http://www.fiddleforum.com/fiddleforum/
Plus, if you want to order Alasdair Fraser CD’s online, here is the link:

http://www.culburnie.com/albums/albums.htm
But Wait – There’s More!!

Not only do MSFC CD’s sound good, but they also bring significant health benefits as a result of being a rich source of Omega 3 Fatty Acids (which are found in fish and as far as we know, do good things to your heart).

Our listing in the NFF program this year  gave the name of our second CD as “Real Cod”.

We’re pretty sure Reel Cool does not contain any mercury, saturated fats or cholesterol, so if you’re feeling a bit peckish, you can’t go wrong.

The permutations of “something-fishy-going-on” jokes had been pretty much exhausted by 5.00 on Good Friday, by the way.

Michael
This was sent to the Sydney Scottish Fiddle Club – apparently Jacek did a web search for MSFC and found their link to us. The English is unusual, but the sentiment is clear:

The Most Truly Greetings from Poland... Good Evening!

My name is Jacek Wilczek. I am 21. I was hearing to the internet radio called "Highlander Radio" and one of the composition was "The Ballad of Tam Lin". Sorry for being honest, but thanks to Your performance, I think it is one of the most beautiful, most melodical, and most spiritual song I ever heard. More - next to "Rouges of Scotland" and "Amazing Grace" performed only using bagpipes it is now become one of my best folk composition I have. 

Thank You for that... Best Regards
 Jacek "wolf" Wilczek

 ps. Please Forgive me any language mistakes.

Afternoon Teas 

We have had some volunteers who are prepared to fill in for Andrew Gilmour while he is away - he does all the set up and cleaning up, and our volunteers are happy to take the lead, but everyone should feel free to help out in this department..... even you, kids! Our next meeting date being Mothers’ Day, perhaps we should bring some specially old fashioned contributions for afternoon tea …… Anyone for asparagus rolls??

Scots Magazine notices Reel Cool

Matt has received a copy from our friend and supporter Julia Grant of the Box Hill Scottish Dance group, who sent off Reel Cool to the worldwide leading purveyor of news on all things Scottish - Scots magazine.  Apparently there is a nice little review in the latest edition.   Maybe the club should subscribe as a thankyou - if you would read it, can you let Sue know and we might go ahead and subscribe.
REMINDER!

The September meeting will be held on the first Sunday of September (the 7th) because the hall is unavailable on the 14th.

MSFC Events Calendar remainder of 2003 –

FRI JUNE 6- MON 9 
National Celtic Festival

FRI JUNE 27-           
 Launch of Trad ‘n Now Mag, Cornish Arms

FRI JULY 11 – SUN 13
Benalla Fiddling Camp 

FRI NOVEMBER 29
The Boite - Fitzroy 
Remaining Meeting Dates for 2003
May

11th
June

8th
July

13th
August

10th
September
7th  

October
12th
November
9th
December
14th – includes Tune Writing Competition

Our Second Winter gathering in Benalla - it’s on! Friday July 11 - Sunday July 13 

There has been interest in holding the event again, after the success of our first one held in 2001, and the Adelaide Scottish Fiddlers are keen to join us this time.  Dates have been set after discussion with the Adelaide, Marysville and Mansfield crowds - Canberra are also keen, and Sydney are yet to respond.  The format for this fantastic weekend should be pretty similar to last time:

· Two or three fiddlers from each group are asked to teach one tune - you’ll go home with about 8 to practise

· All welcome - egalitarian ethos!

· Sessions for rhythm players, led by Neil Adam (and Helmut if he’s keen)

· Participation from Adelaide, the North East and potentially Canberra, as well as us

· A session at a country pub on the Saturday night, with dinner

· Catering by Mrs Grubb & her CWA ladies - $12 per day per head includes lunch & morning and arvo teas 9be there for the famous sesame seed biscuits!)
· No fee for participants & no payment for teachers

· MSFC to subsidise extra costs eg the hire of the High School Music Department

· Stay at the Rose City Motor Inn - $40 per head per night, includes hot breakfast - families pay $35 per head per night

· Play at the Benalla Sec College across the road from Rose City during Saturday and Sunday

· All finished by mid afternoon Sunday

· Kids welcome without parents, providing they have parents permission and an adult to take responsibility

COMPLETE & RETURN (by May 20. 

Benalla Fiddling Weekend July 11 - 13
Name (s): _____________________________

Email address:_______________________ 

Phone:__________________

Not coming
   Might come  
Probably coming
    Definitely coming   
Arriving on
Friday night
   Saturday morning (by 10.00am) 
Staying at Rose City     
Finding Own accommodation     
Number of non-players coming with me _____________________

Could offer a lift to ________ people and am leaving from ____________________ at _____________  time  on ________________ day.

Please note cost per head for the package weekend (excl. transport)  $104 for individuals or $94 per head for members of family groups.

Make sure you bring this sheet to the meeting or email/mail it to Judy by May 20.
CLUB CONTACTS

The club meets at 2.00 PM  on the second Sunday of the month at St Aidan’s church hall in Duggan St, North Balwyn.

Anyone who wants to find out more about the club can contact:

Musical Director - Judy on 9893 6332 or tellingtales@bigpond.com

President - Matthew on 98171246 or matt.madonna@bigpond.com
Secretary (and daughter) -  Louise or Pria 

on 9758 4486 or at ask@netspace.com.au 

Gig Manager/CD sales - Sue on 9481 7268  or sdarbyoleary@hotmail.com 

Newsletter Editor/website - Michael on 9387 7334 or mkilpatr@optusnet.com.au
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