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Money, Money, Money………..

Anyone who owes money to the club for annual subscription, has outstanding debts from Port Fairy or has received an invoice for their contribution to the fees for the Easter school at Canberra will need to have the cash ready at the April meeting.

Notice Of Annual General Meeting

We are obliged to have an Annual General Meeting and our attempt to have one in December was a bit cursory, so we are going to have a serious AGM as part of our May meeting.  We have to provide at least 30 days notice of this to our members, so, get ready….

“We are going to have an AGM at our May meeting”.

The agenda will be printed in the May newsletter. Anyone with items for the agenda can submit them to Louise or Judy at the April meeting.

From Judy:

Reviews of Reel Cool
We have had a review in both the major English Language folk mags this month - Dirty Linen from the US, which was read out at last month's meeting and Folk Roots form the UK, who don't say much (a couple of lines) but gave us a horizontal thumb which is a real achievement in this mag which gives the thumbs down freely to accomplished established players and newcomers alike! Here's what they said about us:
 

" Massed fiddlers from 8 to 78 get together for a weekend with assorted antipodean folkies such as Eric Bogle, members of Redgum and the Canterbury Tongan Choir. It may not be to everyone's taste, but they clearly had a ball, and the enthusiasm shines through. "
 

Sales of Reel Cool
Are going extremely well - we are continuing to sell steadily and increasingly to schools which is a great thing as it may lead to new members for our group.  Most recently a violin teacher from Scotch called to order our entire oeuvre! He has a large group of violinists he thinks might be interested, and who knows what sort of joint ventures this might lead to...... even Red Hot Scots is selling well, and our ad in the PFFF Program (thanks Lisa for the great design) has elicited more interest after the event.
 

Port Fairy Revisited (for those who weren't there and for those who were)
 

A great time was had by all as far as I could tell - we played better than ever before in front of bigger and more appreciative audiences and sold more merchandise than we had imagined.  My highlights included:
· The fiddle mania concert (our first) with 8 of us on stage with some other great fiddlers playing that weekend - from Scotland, the US and elsewhere in Oz 

· Playing the New Millennium with Marcus Holden (Fiddlers Festival, National Junk Band) in the Guinness Tent - Marcus and Hamish trading jazz licks over the top 

· The huge concert in stage 4 where Eric Bogle joined us to sing the Road and the Miles to Dundee and not a dry eye was seen in the house or on stage! 

· The massive audience we collected at Fiddlers Green where despite the poor sound quality people were very enthusiastic about us and our music 

· Having Helmut join us for the weekend - his humourous and perky playing were a fantastic addition to our sound 

· Having Jonesy (of course) with us for all our gigs was a huge bonus 

· Seeing some of the world's greatest acts at one of the world's greatest festivals, and knowing our humble little club was there as a valued part of the performer group 

· The Sea Scouts hall - for the camaraderie and late night cups of tea we shared
Well done to all of us - long may we reign! We made a great impact and have subsequently been offered a gig at the
 

National Celtic Festival - Port Arlington 6-9 June 2003
 

It's moving to a new location and should be fun - there's plenty more information on their web site, including this:
"Portarlington is on the Bellarine Peninsula, Victoria. A commercial fishing village and popular tourist destination, Portarlington is ideally placed as the National Celtic Festival's new home."
 

Check it out at http://users.pipeline.com.au/celtic/festival_site.htm and put the weekend aside - don't call me for details as I don't have any! All will be revealed in the fullness of time.
 

Ringwood Folk Club presents Fiddlers Four - Tuesday May 13
Our member Colleen is organising an evening showcasing different fiddling styles featuring our own Hamish Davidson and Judy Turner as well as Greg O'Leary and Jenny Thomas.  Pamphlets will be available at the April and May meetings.
 National Folk Festival
Quite a good contingent of us will be going to Canberra again and we'll be joined by a few from the Canberra and Sydney groups.  We'll be stretching ourselves this year, with performances in two big venues (including teaming up again with Eric Bogle) as well as joining Cathy and Duncan for the last part of the Scottish Ball and competing in the Stairway to Heaven concert, as well as a group backing Neil in his performances at the Peace Concert. Phew!!  If you're not going, we are sad for you and will hope you can make it another  year as it's really the best chance to play and play and play and play....... just ask Shannon and Colleen and Pria!
 

 Judy

The following was received by email:

Hi!
I attended a Middle School String Concert at Carey Grammar on Thursday night and a little boy got up at the end and blew us all away!!! His name was Tom Downing and before he played this amazing piece, his pianist explained how it came to be written and that he had recently joined a Scottish Fiddle Club. The piece was called "Mrs Patricia
Gilmour" written by Judy Turner, and it nearly reduced me to tears. The thing was though, it wasn't just the piece, it was also how sensitively this little boy played it! I am just wondering if there is any way I could get a copy of it, or is it a Scottish "jewel" that is to be enjoyed and admired but only to be
touched by those who really know and understand how to play Scottish music!?

Thank you for making what was turning into a standard Thursday night concert a memorable one!


Kind Regards

Jane Mason
("One-time-1st-Violin-Back-Desker Melbourne Symphony Orchestra")

	CLUB CONTACTS

The club meets at 2.00 PM  on the second Sunday of the month at St Aidan’s church hall in Duggan St, North Balwyn.

Anyone who wants to find out more about the club can contact:

Musical Director - Judy on 9893 6332 or tellingtales@bigpond.com

President - Matthew on 98171246 or matt.madonna@bigpond.com
Secretary (and daughter) -  Louise or Pria 

on 9758 4486 or at ask@netspace.com.au 

Gig Manager/CD sales - Sue on 9481 7268  or sdarbyoleary@hotmail.com 

Newsletter Editor/website - Michael on 9387 7334 or mkilpatr@optusnet.com.au


Meeting Dates for 2003

April

13th
May

11th
June

8th
July

13th
August

10th
September
7th  (hall unavailable on 2nd Sunday)
October
12th
November
9th
December
14th































