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From Judy:

Fine Friday Workshops- Book Now!!
According to my records, no members have booked for either the flute or fiddle workshop - I assume this is because you haven't got round to it!! It would be good to have a big turn out for these two fabulous players from Edinburgh.  Please phone 9893 6332 or email tellingtales@bigpond.com confirm your attendance - don't rely on telling me at a meeting or gig as  I just won't remember: Details again:
 

Sunday 23 March from 3.00pm - 5.00pm at St Aidan's Church Duggan St Balwyn - $15 per player - tell your friends too.
 

Who is Coming to the NFF?
The list of people coming to Canberra at Easter is suspiciously small.  I need confirmation again - please phone 9893 6332 or email tellingtales@bigpond.com to confirm numbers.  We need to know both player numbers and partner numbers (see below).  This is the king of festivals (just ask anyone!) and not to be missed for the playing and networking opportunities it provides - go to PFFF for the music (amazing!) but come to Canberra at Easter for the craic!  

Partner and family tickets for NFFF - book before March 14 and save!
The NFF offers a great deal for performers with free camping and cut price tickets for family members - bookings must be made through the club.  The official form and our club cheque have to be returned to the Festival by March 14.  Please note if you want to get the discount offered to players for partner/kids tickets you need to be on our list, or else you end up paying the gate price. I need your email or phone message confirmation of names and numbers- we will collect your payment at the April meeting on Sunday 13 April.  
 

ADULT PARTNER      FROM US PRE MARCH 14 $85        AT THE GATE $145
YOUTH 13-17              FROM US PRE MARCH 14 $35        AT THE GATE $95
CHILD UNDER 13       FROM US PRE MARCH 14 $00        AT THE GATE $35
NFFF Workshops confirmed 
Simon Bradley: Pria, Ron, Rodney, Shannon (conc)
Nancy Kerr: Paul
 

The adults will need to pay the club $75 for the unsponsored portion of your ticket. Shannon is fully sponsored by the club and we expect a full report from you all in return - please look out for at least one  tune and one technique or tip you can pass on to the group in May-June.

Port Fairy Final Update - 
STOP PRESS: Still some people have not paid.  MAKE SURE YOU PAY LOUISE THIS WEEKEND OR YOU ARE OFFICIALLY A FREE-LOADER AND SUBJECT TO PUBLIC HUMILIATION AT THE FIRST AVAILABLE OPPORTUNITY!! Remember to play you have to pay for:
1. Annual membership 

2. Whatever the fee is for your share of ticket and accommodation (if unclear on what you need to pay, call Judy on 0417 590 940.)
 

Congratulations!
Great work everyone on getting the tunes under your fingers without the dots to help - the improvement in the sound is radical - hopefully you're reaping the benefits already, of not having all that paraphernalia between you and the other players.
Final set lists and so on were handed out at the last practice - last for everyone except the small group playing in the Fiddlemania concert at 10.00 on Saturday 8th - you need to be at Neil and Judy's place at 7.30 this Wednesday 5th March for an extra practice - 18 Norris Court Blackburn. 
Judy

Other Snippets:

Tune Writing Contest for People Aged 12 - 18

Ray Schloeffel Fiddle Tune Writing Contest

http://www.fiddlefestival.com/tune%20contest.htm
Yahoo Fiddle Groups

If you go to Yahoo home page and select:
"Groups" then select "Music" then select "Instruments" and then select "Violin" you will 

find 120 groups listed.


(YG=Yahoo Group)


YG: Irish Fiddle Session is a good list. Quiet most of the time, and fairly technically oriented.

YG: BAVS is a very active list. Beginning Adult Violin Students .A goodly portion of the members are fiddlers. It's mostly a support group for people who take up the instrument at 

an advanced age.

YG: Fiddlers (note the "s"). It used to get a lot of traffic, but it has tapered off. I think there area lot of competition type announcements. Until two days ago I didn't realize it was a 

different list from Fiddler.

Scots-l. Excellent list for discussing Scottish music and culture. Most discussions tend to be about  tune  origins,  Gaelic  and  Scots  dialect 

word meanings, and composers.

Itrad-l. Very busy list about all aspects of Irish
music. If you want to see how upset some people can get over the use of the word "celtic" go there!! They also talk about how to play all the different instruments that are used in Irish music, music theory, etc. The archives have a good search facility, so if you ever have a particular question on Irish music, that's a good resource.

Ear playing has been an issue during the preparation for Port Fairy.  Harry has offered these thoughts on the subject (incidentally, all members are encouraged to submit articles):

By-Ear Playing

My thanks to Judy for describing how she learns tunes by-ear. So often have I asked the question around the folk music scene, but none of the experts could tell me, although one inadvertently set me on a successful path.

This method takes advantage of modern technology, but is the ancient method in principle. I refer of course to following someone else’s playing, by-ear.

I began my musical life as a kid by-ear player, but got it knocked it out of me when I took lessons, and “Every Good Boy Deserves Fruit” was taught for the lines of the stave.

Upon returning to play folk, I did just what Judy advises, i.e. largely memorising the printed notes. It really is no big deal. The problem is that I can’t play the tune without knowing the name of it, and mentally inserting the image of the page in front of my eyes.

It led to a ridiculous event whereby I played The Mason’s Apron, with all variations, at a gig, but was unable to play it at a session which followed, until someone kindly gave me the name of the tune.

However, new light was shed when Martin Hayes’ at a workshop was asked “What is the secret of playing by-ear?” The audience went very hushed as Martin gave the answer in one word: (Imagine the Irish accent.) - “Drudgery!”

So now having learnt that there was no easy way, I began by playing the tune very, very slowly, from printed notes, into a tape recorder, and trying to follow it. When I got it ok, I repeated the recording faster, and so on.

In the event, it worked well enough on new tunes for which I didn’t have that accursed image in my mind to confuse me. I suppose that to rid my mind of them on the old tunes will take a long time.

Of course, I now have a computer music program into which I can type the printed notes and then forget them. Even better is the Amazing Slow Downer program applied to someone else’s recording, as described in a recent newsletter. This avoids the contaminating contact with the printed notes from the outset.

One thing for sure, is the thrill that comes when I first follow a new tune correctly. It seems no time at all before I can then struggle through it by myself without the replay going.

Now to try to get those damned reels smoothly up to dance tempo. Any suggestions?

Harry Gardner
Instruments for Sale

My neighbours have a full size violin, a viola and a ½ size violin for sale. The following prices are apparently based on valuations from the Violineri.  These are the descriptions as provided to me:

Violin - Hand made by Alfred Branferd. European bow, excellent case. $2000.

Viola - 16” German. Walter Muller $1200.

Violin - ½ size Corrado. $250.

They are nice people but I’m not making any recommendations - I just offered to put a para in this newsletter.  Caveat Emptor applies and I don’t know whether the prices are negotiable.

The phone number is 9380 6595. Ask for Jenny.

Michael

MP3.COM

The payment per download (Payback for Playback or P4P) scheme was discontinued in January. To qualify for this we had been paying US$20 per month to be a “Premium Artist”.  We more or less broke even on the deal but with the withdrawal of  P4P there was no longer sufficient reason to pay the Premium Artist fee even though that fee has now dropped to US$15 a month.

Another change introduced in January is that non Premium Artists can only display 3 songs on their page but the committee decided it wasn’t worth paying the US$15 a month just to be able to put all our songs on the page.  We will still sell a few cd’s but we won’t make much.  It still serves as a website for the club though.

	CLUB CONTACTS

The club meets at 2.00 PM  on the second Sunday of the month at St Aidan’s church hall in Duggan St, North Balwyn.

Anyone who wants to find out more about the club can contact:

Musical Director - Judy on 9893 6332 or tellingtales@bigpond.com

President - Matthew on 98171246 or matt.madonna@bigpond.com
Secretary (and daughter) -  Louise or Pria 

on 9758 4486 or at ask@netspace.com.au 

Gig Manager/CD sales - Sue on 9481 7268  or sdarbyoleary@hotmail.com 

Newsletter Editor/website - Michael on 9387 7334 or mkilpatr@optusnet.com.au


Meeting Dates for 2003

March

Port Fairy

April

13th
May

11th
June

8th
July

13th
August

10th
September
14th
October
12th
November
9th
December
14th

MORE FROM JUDY

PORT FAIRY

Read the details below and call Judy on 0417 50 940 if anything is unclear.  Details as follows:
 

COMPULSORY REHEARSAL
Sea Scouts Hall, Bank Street, 2.00pm, Saturday 8th – BE THERE OR ELSE!!!

GIG ONE: Sat 8TH 10.00AM – Stage 4 – Fiddlemania Round Robin – 90 minutes 
Small Group: Matt, JT, Pria, Chris, Ken, Ailsa, Jessie, Shannon and Neil* .
Sets:
1. Teenagers Go Nuts 

2. The Seagull 

3. Father Angus/Hughie Shorty
GIG TWO: Sat 8th 6.30pm – Jonesy yes; Corinne yes; Eric yes 
Guinness Tent – Concert- 60 minutes 
Sets:
1. Duke of Fife 

2. Spin n Glow Jigs 

3. Teenagers Go Nuts 

4. Road to Dundee (Eric) 

5. Father Angus/Milton Street/Tommy’s (small group – Hamish, Matt, Pria, JT and Neil) 

6. Mrs Patricia Gilmour (Corinn) 

7. Funky Jigs (Corinn) 

8. Reel of 51st (Corinn) 

9. Ashokan Farewell 
10. Ye Banks n Braes (Neil) 

11. Phil Cunningham Set 
12. Shetland Tunes 
13. Boys Own Set
GIG THREE: 
Sat 8th 9.00pm – Surf Club – Session – till midnight 
You need to come at the allocated times but should feel free to stay longer if you feel like it – no music, just whatever tunes come to hand:
9.00 - 10.00 Pria, Sarah, Michael, Bjorn, Jean, Ron, Jessie, Shannon, Kate, Clare, Oliver
10.00- 11.00 Hamish, Chris Helmut, Gus, Barbara, Margaret, Irene, Harry, Sue, Colleen
11.00- 12.00 Neil, Judy, Matt, Ken, Angus, David, Trish, Rodney, Jim, Lorraine, Paul, Tom 

GIG FOUR: - Jonesy yes; Corinne yes
Sun 9th 1.00pm – Stage 4 – concert/jam – we play from 1.45 till 2.10 – 
the whole group plays, and we join with everyone else at the end
1. Stella’s Trip 

2. Funky Jigs (Corinn) 

3. Silver Quaich (Trish harp & Judy fiddle ) 

4. Teenagers Go Nuts 

5. Mrs Patricia (Corinn) 

6. Reel of the 51st (Corinn)
GIG FIVE: - Jonesy yes; Corinn yes; Eric ?? 
Sun 9th 4.00pm – Fiddlers Green – 60 minutes- whole group plus guests
Sets:
1. Duke of Fife 

2. The Seagull (small group) 

3. Teenagers Go Nuts 

4. Road to Dundee (Eric) 

5. Reel of 51st (Corinn) 

6. Mrs Patricia Gilmour (Corinn) 

7. Funky Jigs (Corinn) 

8. Slockitt Light 

9. Sing Me A Song (Neil) 
10. Phil Cunningham Set (Hamish/Angus) 

11. Spin n Glow Jigs (Helmut) 

12. Shetland Tunes 

13. Boys Own Set
Accommodation at the Sea Scouts:
· Bring all bedding and towels; two bed "enclosures" provided 

· Breakfast is served, bring or buy all other food, kitchen available 
· Sea Scouts Hall is in Bank Street – one block and an easy walk from the arena – opposite the Information Centre. If you get there early you may be able to park your car outside, then walk down to register. 

· Contact is Marg Long 5568 1064 if you need more information
Accommodation at the Youth Hostel
· Bring sheet or sleeping bag and towels 

· No food supplied, so bring your own 

· This only applies to Paul, Tom, Rodney and Chris Stone
Check-in:
· Performers reception opens at 10.00am Friday 8th – Campbell St, next to the arena 

· Instrument lock-up has been re-located to the performers’ parking area- enter from Atkinson Street, on the east boundary of the arena 

· Performers’ parking is in Atkinson Street – collect a car park sticker on registration – if you are registered as a performer 

· On arrival, check in at the performers reception next to the arena – your name will be on a list and you will be given an arm band/ticket – please call Judy on 0417 590 940 if you encounter any problems 

· Listed Partners and people we have purchased tickets for - you will receive your ticket this week - either by hand or in the mail
Selling CDs:
· We are not allowed to sell from back or front of stage 

· We are allowed to sell outside the rear entrance at end of show 

· Product will be lodged at Blue Moon store – tell anyone who asks you – from midday Friday (thanks Louise)






























