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HOW CAN WE PUT THIS…UMMM….

                   MONEY!!

Annual membership fees are due and for those who are playing at Port Fairy, will have to be paid at the February meeting.

There has been no change from 2002:

The rates are:

Working adult members
$50 p.a.

Concession


$30 p.a.

Single child members

$30 p.a.

Families
$70 p.a. (any number)

Casual Players


$5 per meeting (your responsibility to pay each time)

Now, From Judy:

PORT FAIRY UPDATE – SATURDAY 8 – MONDAY 10 MARCH

Playing: Reminder that we are sharing the bill with some of the most incredibly good acts seen in years- legends such as Sharon Shannon, Paul Brady, Flook, Dick Gaughan, Brendan Power, Shooglenifty and the incredible Topp Twins to name just a few, as well as some fabulous younger groups.  We need to be really good, so get practising and MAKE SURE you are learning the tunes by heart.  Here are my latest thoughts on that subject:

My own method is to deconstruct the tune so I know
a) what the chords are,
b) where the hook is,
c) where the repetitions are,
d) where the patterns are, and
e) where the one or two really nondescript thus tricky bits are, that I need to talk myself through and devise a memory aid for.

Beds: yes there are beds in the sea scouts - those staying there only need to bring bedding. No news about kitchen stuff so it might be wise to bring the basics with you – no food supplied, so you’ll need to bring or buy your own.

Gigs:  The list as provided by the organisers is as follows.  This could change!

GIG ONE: Sat 8TH 10.00AM – Stage 4 – Fiddlemania Round Robin – 90 minutes - note we will select a small group for this one- maximum eight fiddlers plus Neil & Athalie

GIG TWO: Sat 8th 6.30pm – Guinness Tent – Concert- 60 minutes – whole group with guests

GIG THREE: Sat 8th 9.00pm – Surf Club – Session – till midnight - anyone who can be there

GIG FOUR: Sun 9th 1.00pm – Stage 4 – concert/jam –we play from 1.45 till 2.10 – whole group, then we are supposed to join with everyone else

GIG FIVE: Sun 9th 4.00pm – Fiddlers Green – 60 minutes- whole group plus guests

Set List: everything on the reel cool CD plus from the Red Hot CD: Spin n Glow set of Jigs; Slockitt Light; Stella’s Trip to Kamloops set; Other: The Ashokan Farewell; The Silver Quaich (Bob Entwhistle).

Sharing transport: 

Please fill in the form which will be available at all practises indicating what time you are leaving and if you are able to give a lift/lifts to others.

Remaining Rehearsals:

Thursday Feb 13
Westgarth
7.00pm

Wednesday 19 Feb
Westgarth
7.00pm

Thursday 27 Feb
Westgarth
7.00pm
FINE FRIDAY FLUTE AND FIDDLE WORKSHOPS – SUNDAY 23 MARCH

Anna Wendy Stevenson (fiddle) and Nuala Kennedy (flute) of the fabulous young Scottish trio Fine Friday have offered to present a fiddle and flute workshop for MSFC members and friends.  Cost will be $15 per person.   Definitely worth it to hear from these two experienced teachers and players rooted in our tradition.  Please email Judy or phone 9893 6332 to book your place.  Please tell all the folk flute players you know, so we get a crowd for Nuala as well.  Fine Friday are performing at Port Fairy and have agreed to join the MSFC on stage for a couple of numbers, which should be a blast. Check them out at: www.finefriday.com
2002 TUNES COMPETITION

WINNER: Bob Entwhistle (NZ) The Silver Quaich

JOINT SECOND: David Hopkins (MSFC) Bells of the Gloaming & Melinda Moore (MSFC) The Drunken Scarecrow

THIRD: David De Santi (NSW) The Sandpit Reel

The winner was delighted to receive a big bag of CDs featuring original Oz tunes.  The 2nd prize-winners will receive free membership for 2003. The third prize winner will receive an MSFC t-shirt.  All tunes will be gradually incorporated into our repertoire.  The Silver Quaich will be performed at Port Fairy and the two Jigs at the NFF in Canberra.  Congratulations to everyone who entered and thanks to our two judges, Peter Dwyer and Lisa Christensen.  The winning tunes will be published in the next edition of Trad and Now the national folk magazine – subscriptions available for this important mag by going to trad & now - www.tradandnow.com – 

NEWS FROM BOB ENTWHISTLE

Bob was the winner of our tune competition, and sent us a lovely letter and a published collection of his tunes, which we should fee free to use.  The collection includes the Silver Quaich (called “Pastoral”) – the name was inspired by a proposed tune competition in Dunedin (NZ) to be run by the Gaelic Society, whose prize was to have been a Silver Quaich.  Apparently the competition never happened, but Bob thought the name was a good one for a tune.  Interestingly he also says:

“The time signature of the tune may occasion some intellectual discomfort to purists who will note that, for example, bars 2 and 4 do not fit comfortably into common time…… For strict formal correctness 24 extra notes would be required in the tune as a whole….. No Celtic musician should have the slightest difficulty with the music as written….”  Phew!!  Bob plays in a band with his wife and three others, called “Themselves” – dances mainly.  He is retired professor of physics from the University of Otago – as he retired in 1987 he must be a decent age, and is still going strong, planning to publish another book of tunes soon.  He would be happy to send anyone a book for the price of $6AU.  You can look at our one copy at the next meeting.

NATIONAL FESTIVAL UPDATE 17- 21 APRIL:

Camping: definitely free to performers, first in gets the best sites. Other accommodation: Get onto it quickly, as Canberra books out that weekend.

Easter School: see note elsewhere in the newsletter- another great opportunity

Gigs: no definite times as yet but the first will definitely be on Good Friday – you’ll need to try to get up by Thursday night if at all possible

Partner tickets: will be available through the club for $85 which is less than you can get them elsewhere – forms will be available shortly.

Stairway to Heaven: Volunteer needed to write out an arrangement – we have the recording, and the chord chart – anyone interested please contact Judy MUST have experience!! John McAuslan has been approached to recite for us again – should be a hoot.

SCHOLARSHIPS FOR THE NATIONAL EASTER SCHOOL:

The Committee has agreed to support eight people in taking part in the Easter School in Canberra, and we have booked four places in Scottish Fiddle with Simon Bradley (Anna-Wendy’s partner – see below) and four places in English Fiddle with Nancy (there’s nothing I can’t do) Kerr.  Four are for young players and four for adults.  We will pay $100 per person – ie adults will need to pay a further $75 fees.  You need to arrange your own accommodation and transport and food.  Please see the web site www.folkfestival.asn.au for more details, or call 02 6249 7722.  To register you interest in being one of the 8 sponsored players please fill out the form attached to this newsletter and submit to Matt by March 1st.

NICE REVIEW OF REEL COOL AT THIS SITE:

http://www.greenmanreview.com/CD/cd_celtic_omni_11_02.html
“Scottish music is alive and well in Melbourne. The Melbourne Scottish Fiddle Club & Friends album Reel Cool gets off to a lively full-bodied start with familiar March Strathspey and reel combination. The feel of hearing 37 fiddlers hammering it out is rousing. Production by Redgum's Hugh McDonald and a guest slot by Eric Bogle is bound to lift any proceedings at least one notch higher, and this effort is typical. Reel Cool is not all fiddle-based, as accordion, piano, bass and drums figure into the mix. 

If the highland wedding scene in Four Weddings and A Funeral whetted the fancy or roused the blood, this will send it soaring sky high. Another intriguing aspect is the pace of the tunes, as they are rendered at a breathing space where one can catch the nuances -- the unexpected twists and turns don't go unnoticed in a sea of speed, flash and fire. The Melbourne Scottish Fiddle Club also know when to drop the guard on the intro, as they do on the "Funky Jig Set," where a smaller sounding outfit leads gently into the opening tune before the full entourage joins in. Yet the effect is thoughtful rather than heavy handed or ponderous. Judy Turner (see above) contributes "Mrs. Patricia Gilmour" while Eric Bogle repeats his sting room Scottish traditional repertoire "On the road (and the miles) to Dundee" in a laid back manner. 

Reel Cool is an appropriate moniker, as this disc has lots of reels on board and is cool in demeanour and approach. Well-done, people.”

HELP FOR BEGINNER FIDDLERS

Do you subscribe to the Yahoo Fiddler Group?  If not, you should consider it – there is a constant stream of chat about techniques and ideas to improve your playing, links to useful sites, people swapping music etc etc.  To find out about it follow one of these links:

Community email addresses:
Post message: FIDDLER@onelist.com
Subscribe: FIDDLER-subscribe@onelist.com
Unsubscribe: FIDDLER-unsubscribe@onelist.com
List owner: FIDDLER-owner@onelist.com
Shortcut URL to this page:
http://www.onelist.com/community/FIDDLER 

Judy

	CLUB CONTACTS

The club meets at 2.00 PM  on the second Sunday of the month at St Aidan’s church hall in Duggan St, North Balwyn.

Anyone who wants to find out more about the club can contact:

Musical Director - Judy on 9893 6332 or tellingtales@bigpond.com

President - Matthew on 98171246 or matt.madonna@bigpond.com
Secretary (and daughter) -  Louise or Pria 

on 9758 4486 or at ask@netspace.com.au 

Gig Manager/CD sales - Sue on 9481 7268  or sdarbyoleary@hotmail.com 

Newsletter Editor/website - Michael on 9387 7334 or mkilpatr@optusnet.com.au


Meeting Dates for 2003

February 
9th

March

Port Fairy

April

13th
May

11th
June

8th
July

13th
August

10th
September
14th
October
12th
November
9th
December
14th
Expression of Interest

Easter School – National Festival 2003

MY NAME: _______________________________________________________

REASON(S) FOR WANTING TO TAKE PART: _____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

HAVE BEEN/HAVE NOT BEEN SPONSORED BEFORE BY MSFC

Return to Matt Robertson 15 Pleasant Avenue Kew 3101 before March 1st






























