About the Melbourne Scottish Fiddle Club

The Club is a group of fiddle fans meeting monthly to play tunes from Scotland (old and new) and the Scottish diaspora. It’s a happy group, where everyone is encouraged and anything is possible. Kids as young as 8 and adults as old as 78 play together in rehearsals and performances and recorded their first CD "Red Hot Scots" in 1999 which had quite a bit of success at home and abroad. The second CD "reel cool" was released in October 2002 (check them out on mp3.com). One of the great things about the club is the putting together of keen amateurs with semi professional and professional players, and the creation of a group which can give concert performances of a  high standard, full of life and excitement. It has been a great motivator for players of all standards to have the chance to play at Australia's biggest folk festivals and to record with established "names" from the Australian folk scene. This juxtaposition of old and young, beginners and professionals, makes the club something pretty unique in the folk world, we think.
Achievements
The Melbourne Scottish Fiddle Club after nine years has the following achievements to its name:
· Repeat performances at Port Fairy Folk Festival, the National Festival, the National Celtic Festival and the Brunswick Music l – supporting Alasdair Fraser and Tony McManus, Jennifer & Hazel Wrigley and Chris Duncan 

· Performances at many Highland Gatherings and St Andrews Day and Burns Day celebrations, for Scottish Country Dancing, and for community concerts in church halls and community centres 

· Incorporation – an active Committee, managing Club  finances and planning for the [image: image1.png]


future
· Recording our CD "Red Hot Scots" with soloists Chris Duncan, David South and Neil Adam in 1999, which went on to take over 100,000 “hits” on the mp3.com website

· Selling over 1000 copies of that CD

· Sponsoring younger members to take part in fiddling schools. 

· Sponsoring workshops with Alasdair Fraser, Martin Hayes, Jennifer Wrigley, Jamie McLellan, Chris Duncan, Cathy Fraser, Verona Burgess and more 

· Sponsoring and producing the bi-ennial Winter Scottish Fiddling School in Benalla, July 2001, and July 2003 

· Sponsoring an annual tune writing competition 

· Recording our 2nd album "reel cool" with soloists Eric Bogle, David South, Neil Adam and Corinne Strating in June 2002 [image: image2.jpg]red hot sco s





· Releasing that album with launches at the Celtic Club, Melbourne and The Ringwood Folk Club, in October 2002 

· Selling over 1000 copies in the first six months

· Producing tune booklets to accompany the CDs 

· Planning and fundraising for our first international tour, in 2004
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